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GLORIA IN PROFUNDIS

There has fallen on earth for a token

A god too great for the sky.

He has burst out of all things and broken
The bounds of eternity:

Into time and the terminal land

He has strayed like a thief or a lover,

For the wine of the world brims over,

Its splendor is spilt on the sand.

Who is proud when the heavens are humble,

Who mounts if the mountains fall,

If the fixed suns topple and tumble
And a deluge of love drown all—
Who rears up his head for a crown,
Who holds up his will for a warrant,
Who strives with the starry torrent
When all that is good goes down?

For in dread of such falling and failing
The Fallen Angels fell

Inverted in insolence, scaling

The hanging mountain of hell:

But unmeasured of plummet and rod
Too deep for their sight to scan,
Outrushing the fall of man

Is the height of the fall of God.

Glory to God in the Lowest

The spout of the stars in spate—

Where the thunderbolt thinks to be slowest
And the lightning fears to be late:

As men dive for a sunken gem

Pursuing, we hunt and hound it,

The fallen star that has found it

In the cavern of Bethlehem.
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FEATURE

Asking and Its Answer

He asked for strength
that he might achieve.
He was made weak
that he might obey.

He asked for health

that he might do greater things.
He was given infirmity

that he might do better things.

He asked for riches
that he might be happy.
He was given poverty
that he might be wise.

He asked for power

that he might have the praise of men.
He was given weakness

that he might feel the need of God.

He asked for all things
that he might enjoy life.
He was given Life
that he might enjoy al things.

He has received

nothing that he asked for.
He has obtained

all that he hoped for.

His prayer is answered.
He is most blessed.

(Attributed to a confederate soldier)
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EDITORIAL

The Keynote of the Vital Body

NCE AGAIN: “Repetition is the nearirresistible impulse to perform nightly retro
keynote of the vital bod¥y If one  spection and the ever advancing facility to quickly
epeats the Jesus Prayer soulfullyget to the instructive, soul-nourishing kernel o
continuously soon it will take on a each days action, seizing upon and fairly judging
life of its own, repeating itself with our motives, merits, and shortcomings in eac
little conscious assistanc&hus, when this auto instance. Performed regularly and wholeheartedly
matic repetition is attained, the mind is partiallythis exercise renews our person and conforms it ever
released from the intentional concentration necesnore closely to the Person of Christ. It generatgs
sary to maintain the prayer and can be otherwisever more light and clarity which radiate through
engaged. Such other engagement may be at odoist the cosmos of our consciousness, enveloping
with the high and holy orientation the prayer wasll our faculties and &irs, just as sunlight dissi
designed to establislAbsent-minded repetition pates a haze and more powerfully discloses g
admits the possibility that while the divine Namefacets of the earth that are subject to its rays.
is on the lips, the heart may be far from Him. For Spiritual development is characterized by th
this reason we are enjoined from “vain repetitionsappropriation of the wilderness of desires by th
(Matt 6:7), wherevain means empty—empty of right-minded will and making of it a garden, as
real content and human presende may inhabit Revelation describes it, a citwhere love is the
language and behavior and wear them like clothdaw. This means that past bad habits are displayed
which hide or disguise an interiorly tfent per in stark and hurtful relief, whereupon the Gxelye
son.The prayer of the heart is always sincere foof conscience directs its laser beam to highligh
the heart is the seat of consciousness. and burn out wrong motives, and scalding remorge
Habits, by definition, tend to be involuntary— chastens disobediendé&/e review all our actions,
after having been willed or desired into their habitexternal and internal, and seek to institute goqd
ual statusThis is not a bad thing. Indeed, it is nec habits. Especially important for those who not only
essary that we be freed from having to rehearse tinant to do good but tde good—even as in
steps of a learning process each time we would aessence we must be, for in God we have our beipg
or speak or write. Our aim and responsibility is te—we instill habits of right-thinkingWe learn that
program our vital body with a spectrum of life-involuntary thoughts are rooted in unregenerate
enhancing, spirit-evolving habits. Only after it hagnstincts and past sin, which seek to reassgrt
been installed by voluntary muscle and passed valhemselves and flower in present actidoluntary
untary muster can a habit helpfully operate fronthoughts are created out of our free will. Informed
out of the penumbra of consciousness. Even thday right thinking and right willing, they must dis
we must continuously review these mechanisms folace and replace sin-based involuntary thinking

-
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insure and strengthen their integrity As repetition has its virtues, if it pertains to wha
For the spiritual aspirant, the quintessentials virtuous, so are habits good, if they are good
habit, though it should never be only this, is théabits. [
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MYSTIC LIGHT

More Light

hen, on his @&
deathbed, Goethefj!
was asked if hefd |
wanted anything,
he replied, “More
light.” The evolution of man consisty
in repeatedly waking to light—in
bringing ever more conscious ligh
to bear upon his experience.
Old and NewTestament prototype<
call upon individual man to becom (it ety . . .. Rt ol
his own prophet and his own evar Tempera on wood, 1430-32. Fra Angelico, Prado Museum, Madrid

. . | The Annunciation
gelist. For what we know as historithe Gospels arformulas of Initiation. The first “good news” is that Christ

k e

cal event now makes its impact fewill be born in the soul of each Ego who espouses a life of purity and service.

as a condition of each perssrsoul.
John the Baptist is both an historical person andway to that Source and as the Light on the.Way
personification of our individual preparedness tdS50 might speak our modern Baptist.
stand as witness to the Light that lighteth every Here on Earth, in dense physical bodies, ot
man. John as forerunner in us testifies to the Kingpirit Self is buried, often fgotten, by many

of Glory who has come to Earth and now dwells irdloubted, by some fanatically denied. Our waking

our heart as the Life of our Higher Self. consciousness is filled with the counterfeit reality

From out of the wilderness of our mundane-conof material forms. Our heart beats in our outwarg

sciousness we hear the summons: “Open the eylesking and what we see seems to place rigid lin
of your soul.Wake up in spirit. Listen to the holy its on what we can knavibo we care only for the

words of your heart and remember: God has congmulated gold of physical sensations and perce
to Earth to be born in your Bethlehem. So ge fortions? It is true that the content of our conscious
ward into the day of your bright becoming. Let theness shapes our identifye we blind to inner real
sun of your new life now dawning draw all ere ities by living solely according to the testimony of
ation into the light of spirit-beholding. Re-mind our material seeingWhere our treasure is there
your consciousness that Self, the invisible Lord o#lso is our heartVe may each ask, what, or where
your life, grounded in Christ, is its source, beyonds my treasure? If we are not what (or where) i
the seeing of deepest sight, closer than rationabnsciousness we care to be, then we must conf
knowing, existing before the light of loweton to being not sdiciently, not strongly enough, Self-
scious outfolding. Experience Christ Jesus as thgonscious, because Self is, in truth, our treasuf

-
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To be fully aware of Self, fully living its realitys As a Son of God, man aspires to be fully
to be where all desire is fulfilled and where humarself-willing and Self-creating, while his actual
spirit lives Christs resurrection from death and experience demonstrates that a confusion of will
His ascension to the bosom of the Father some human, others subhuman and shperan,
The greater mas’waking awareness, the moreexert their influence on his soul, drawing him in
important becomes the aid of intelligent habitsmany directions simultaneousht present, mas’
Habits are somewhat like unruly animals that weonsciousness of his total being and its workings |s
have trained to perform a given task or maneuvecomparable to his understanding of the manifold
If the habit is useful and supervised, we becomeature and operations of the Earth—an Earth he
more productive. If the habit is not self-regulatedsupposes to be alive (if at all) only at its surface, gn
it is like a wild animal making systematic foraysthe skin of the planet, in the hair of the plan
into the orderly scheme of life'civilized domain, kingdom. Howeverthe more deeply one is able to
disrupting and destroying. Eventuallall our penetrate the strata of Earth, the more alive and
desires and passions (all our animals) are tpotent are its forces. So it is with man.
become our servitors, domesticated (and in somelf our own internal household is not so secur
cases altered) to strengthen our spiritual economthat an overcast sky cardarken our disposition,
But at this stage in our development, many of ousurely the emotional weather of planet Earth will
habits (faulty thinking, selfish feeling, wrong will roil and rout our soul like flotsam in an ocean tem
ing) are unconscious or preconscious. Many of oysest. But as we wrest more and more will-impuls
volitions and desires stem from dream life or fronfrom the lairs of inner darkness and tame it, turn
a source more deeply involved. ing it to the bidding of our conscious life, even ag
One of the achievements of Christ Jesus, giveon an external basis we are harnessing geophysical
as a gift to all humanityis an enhanced Ego- enegies to serve our material needs, to this extept
awareness, which enables us to more deepiye free our Spirit from blind captivity and more
penetrate into just these dark regions where desimgelligently forge our own destinie$Ve want to
and impulses of will first arise and to conditionidentify with the permanent member of our being|,
these impulses in accordance with spiritual undemith the bright (if seemingly remote) presence of
standing and our evolutionary needs. In esoteriour Ego-Sun, ever radiant above the antics and
terms (by which all persons, places and times ahaotic weather of the personality masquerade, the
interiorized to identify faculties and operations inendless mutations of the moon.
the consciousness of the individual soul), Christ But the air is thin above the clouds of astral-phe
waking the dead describes this bringing ohomenon, above the euphorias and desolations |of
Ego-light by individual man to the sleeping andemotional life; and, like a deep sea diver slowly
blind enegies of the repressed and unborn life irsurfacing, we must, in fact, we can qréyljust to
his own psyche. these these rare heights gradudWythical Icarus,
As the Sun of the Christ Ego dawns on andgon of Dedalus, the master craftsman, thought
awakens the sleeping dead to awareness of theitherwise and pushed his headstrong, headlorg,
supracarnate existence, so fortified Ego-conflight toward the SunAs a result of artificial aids
sciousness extends its light to the night zones @pseudo-wings, which translate as a crash coursg is
each mars soul and enlists more of his latentoccult exercises), Icarus prematurely entered the
forces and faculties in the service of spirituakpirit worlds. He came too close to the Sun, wgs
advancement. Greek myth describes this missigpiritually burned and fell to his death.
in the account of Orpheudescent into the nether At the outset, the realms where ideals live as
world to rescue Eurydice, his sollhis ordeal is superintelligent beings will appear too remote fof
experienced by every Ego—the descent into hisabitation, merciless in their rigoindifferent to
internal darkness, his inferno, to liberate and thethe pangs and pains of life in the physical. Just thjs
regenerate his soul. seeming insuperable distance, the pure detachmgnt

U7

1%

D

RAYS 02 5



of high thought, sponsors a ruse employed bwll-healing.The Ego is anointed with light.
the endangered material self to convince the Daily living provides the basic materials and
brainbound intellect that ideals are incapable ofmodalities for the transformation of human €on
supporting life—that thoughts not directly pertain sciousness, justifying our being called “the <hil
ing to existence in the physical are phantasmsiren of light.” The course of gradual illumination
anti-heart, subversive of human feeling. consists in an unbroken chain of experientig
We are not duped by this appeal to human sentalchemies. Each moment, as a phase in the eont
mentality The material-based self is intent at alluous process, brings new reagents and reinforc
costs in preserving its dominion. It equates feelingnegies for forming new environments, enhance

5 =

with love when, often as not,
the two are polaopposites, the
poles being selfishness a
selflessness. Love, to achie
the level and range of its tru
nature, carries consciousne
through all the dimensions ¢
separation, beginning with th
physical outward person ang
percolating up through thg
region of emotions and the raj” |
cissism of self-desiring, intdy /.
mental dimensions fraughy
with the perils of self-reflexivel{f |
thinking that can border on th{i
abyss of cosmic megalomani
(Consider in this respect, thq
temptations of Christ Jesus
the wilderness.)
In his purifying ascent love
ward and lightward, man break
out of the material straitjacke
He jettisons the microcosmi
sense of a self whose identity

= = @

states of consciousness, deepe
insights, more inclusive perspec
tives on a given problem or
person. In this laboratory of our
consciousness, we find that the
most critical “experiments”
require the catalyst of human
interaction; specifically that
love, in one or another of its
forms, is the key to the process of
human fulfillment and enlighte £
ment.The lead of raw experienZ <2
subjected to the powers of ints3 -l
lect may give the silver of merﬂ
ory and understanding. But tlgat
silver will not transmute into the
gold of wisdom without applying
the flameless fire of love, the
divinely human ingredient.

And this is the destiny of
Earth. It is to become Love. It is
to be raised, rarefied, solarized,
loved into a condition of being
whose outermost body is light.

dependent on form, life, feeling For our own destiny is inextrica
and thought. He realizes: | am none of these. Haly linked with that of the planet on which we are
comes to the peak of his ascent, to the center of hesolving.As we wake (and work) to brighter indi
journey to the interioHis yearning for purity and vidual light, Earth becomes more like a star
absolute integrity seem to have annihilated- cre Universal love conceived man, imbuing him
ation, seem to have brought about a devastatingith the potential to be one in consciousness
emptiness—what might be called the Sparit’ and power with those celestial Hierarchies that
Winter Midnight. parented him. So it is that man gradually throw
But it is just at this point of the Spistdesolate off his lunar elements, the sterile and inert compc
extremity on this stark mental summit, in thenents which comprise much of his mundan
hearts dead centeit is just here that a new life is personality Likewise evolving Earth throws fof
born, beyond the power of darkness to dim, beyonghoons, releases cinders of lifeless matter and bg
the capacity of form to dissolvA consciousness man and his planet manifest increasingly as light,
is born in the pilgrins soul that is unitarybiding, as radiant sources of spiritual light: galvanizing the

92}
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mineral mind up out of its deep trance sleepg¢apturing the uncapturable, in defining the unde
warming the sleep-saturated consciousness @hable, in translating the living truth while not
plant life with nascent feeling; spiritualizing the utterly destroying or falsifying it, and thereby
dream-consciousness of animal life toward selfmaking the mission of man-unfolding-God a more
identity; and creating in man dynamic centers an&elf-conscious activityhelping him to abridge or
clear channels for transmitting and receivingcondense the content of many livexXperience
impulses of wisdom and love. into the essential gleanings of several lives lived in
The transformation of consciousness is not printensity and concentration.
marily a function of one philosophy subscribed to But particularly today we may be assured thg
or one religion espoused over and against all othwhile Paul plants and Cephas waters, it is God that
ers. These metaphysics and their open-sesanwveth the increasale are blessed that Paul anc
exercises encourage humans to activate the mdshristian Rose Cross and Max Heindel ang
individual and potent faculty of their Ego-being—Rudolph Steiner and other servants of Christ haye
their Will. More and more the spiritual aspirant planted occult seeds conceived and generated by
discovers the value, the necessity of mobilizinghe omnifertiieWord. We are grateful that Peter
Will to generate right action, of bringing the mindand Jesus and St. Francis drftbmas a Kempis
to bear on intelligent doing in order tofexft a have watered these precious seeds with their tofal
fuller sense of right being. Creed helps to incarnatiée’s force, with the water and blood of their pure
enegy in deed.Thought marries feeling and the and holy devotion. But for all that, it is God that
will impulse bearing upon this union generatesreates the seed. It is God that begetsWoed
action and issues as event on the physical planewhence issue the milliard galaxies of seed-stars.
While will is an essential component of rightis the LogodVhose Cosmic body of invisible light
thinking and indispensable in generating rightfeelwas, prior to the dawn of creation, féifentiated
ing, its ultimate test and demonstration is innto seed-sparks of individual Beinghese seeds,
impelling right action. In it purest form this countless spiritual atoms of the one God-Body
process describes the grounding of Godh&ad.is rained down through an eternity of time and through
IncarnationWhen theWill of the Father embodies worlds of form to fall upon the fundament of Earth
Love andTruth in human deed and physical form; And we may almost say that for all the eons df
when Christ is born on Earth, in Earth, and enactslanetary and human metamorphosis, these seegds,
God-consciousness in the Jesus of ehoman these sparks of divinitfyhese Egos, have lain vir
personality tually dormant, awaiting the Mastertouch, wat
What distinguishes Christianitfrom all other ing for the vitalizing chaye of a Cosmic Newear
religions is not the teaching, for virtually every onethe impulse for which was given at the ebb of
of its major tenets will admit of, for example, Earth’s spiritual life. This season came but two
Buddhist or Hindu counterparts. Rather it is thehousand years ago when Christ, the true Form pf
Person of Christ HimseWho is theTeaching: Itis our form, the Light of our light, descended tg
the Being of Christ Jesus walking on Earth, incarEarth, condescended to die in a human body
nate in deeds’he power of Christianity lies not in that the cold dark seed of manéarthbound
what Christ says but in what He dod@%irough consciousness might quicken and ignite with it
Self-conscious action is light brought to the mateinherent spiritual fire and burst the shell of morta|
rial world to redeem it and its humanifihis is identity and know its Creator as the essence of ifs
why the life of Christ Jesus is paramount in the lifewn individual Being.
of the aspirant. His life is thé/ay. Actual events The flower is the great symbol of logesacrifice
and accomplishments mark the initiatory wie and fertility. It is beautys silent song of praise,
path that will takes. totally giving out and away from its being. It dies
The extent to which a religion or theosophy iscreating, broadcasting a ¢gsse of vital seeds, and
true is the measure of that systensuccess in it lives again multiplied a thousandfold in the

~t
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beauty of its progenyNo more does one man orten once the creation, whose reality they helped o
group of men create or have sole custody ofspiractualize, is fully established.

tual truths than can man create (at present) or truly For a while, the Moon was manproctor and
own plants, animals, or for that matter géll.are  Jehovah was mas’'God. But the Moos'’ light is

Earths and Earth is Chrigt’and Christ is God: reflected and Jehovah, awe-ful and stern, while an
As flowers (through the action of angels and naturEnforcer is also a messenger of Cosmic lighte
spirits) are the Earth’ gift to man, so spiritual night of the astral moon withdraws at the dawning
truths are the gift of the spiritual Intelligences,of Ego-light; it dies with the birth of the Day-
fashioned from their very substanddney simply Star—Christed consciousnes¥he center of

are, glorious gratuities, as stones stud a field, as human consciousness makes a quantum lepp

stars bless the sky from the Old to Newlestament Man.
He who walks in the Light The 1AM of each person comes
relinquishes proprietary claims, forth as the father of
be it to material goods or Abraham, (the father of
high ideas. He lacks for mundane forms and
naught. For him spi their Earthly authori
tual truths flower in ty) and the Law and
abundance becaus’ hi— y A the Prophets and
the consciousness e v\ the Patriarchs bow
wherein they bloom " - s U down in homage
has its life in the 7/ }'k to the living source
spiritual vine, in ' Q $ of their wisdom,
Christ. And if the WY (M inspiration, and
truth bears fruit in T N 2 power
the life, it is because NN L We ever want to
the Life of us all is A address our will
its source. It is becaust and awareness to
the branch knows that the living element in
the vine, not itself, is what we know what
the origin of its bounty we say what we aspire
We as spiritual aspirants to. In sharing our knowl
should exercise the utmost edge, we are learning to appre
restraint in identifying ourselves ciate the importance of establishing
with what may seem somehow to be- cir the bond of spiritual communityf living

cumscribed by our privileged awareness, as beingur common identity in Christ, prior to any casu
our spiritual propertyTo do so implies that what or formal sowing of theosophical seed. For if w
we know (or think we knowsince we know noth  truly commit to bring our inner light and genuin
ing as we aught) and what we relate to as a set cbncern to bear upon our daily tasks and encou
formal teachings doedrexist in other forms known ters, they shall, given our sincere profession (
by other names and igréqually accessible to all. faith, engender what in the course of time wil
Teachings, of whatever origin and howevelyield a feeling for higher truth and call down
sacrosanct, regarded as realities in themselves, @iamination. For wisdom is born out of love and
skeletons.They may dbrd great insight into the love is the fertile ground, the earth-fecundating
nature of the living form they support(ed), but inbody of Christ, which germinates and nurtureg
and of themselves, they are de@ldey may spon seed-truths into the God-powers that characterize
sor wondrous revelations, but, for all that, they aréhe spiritually mature Ego. O
simply a scdblding which is removed and fgot —C.W.
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MYSTIC LIGHT

Mythology
and
Esoteric Truths

TECHNIQUES OF MYTHOLOGICAL | NTERPRETATION

+»
e
bl

YTHS ARE METAPHORS f
which tell us about cosmic laws s |
and what we need to do to attaingg
life’s goalsThe creators of myths ¢
are wise people who are trying to, § @
convey some aspect futh to humanity gd !,
Why do the creators of myths use metaphob\ "<~
instead of telling us abotituth directly?There are .
several reasons. One is that our language, wh
deals with things which we know about, may b
inadequate for talking about things which a
beyond the realm of everyday experience (such
God and the spiritual worlds and the path of-evdj
lution). Another reason is that our minds may no
be adequate to contain the full reality (such as tf#
cycles of evolution in their full magnitudénother = :
reason is that dérent people have ddrent myth had a given interpretation in mind or not.
degrees of readiness for variousiths, and myths ~ Some of the possible approaches to mythelogj
may be simultaneously read at various levels.  cal interpretation are the following: a) One may
When people read myths, fdifent people may read myths simply as good stories, which tell how
come up with dferent interpretations. Some peo people deal with various situations and how they
ple ask whether the author meant for the myth tbecome heroes or villains. b) One may seek {o
be interpreted in one way or anothBy gain per  determine what each symbol in the myths reprg
spective on this issue, consider a law developed ¥ent, and thus come up with a sort of dictionary d
Isaac Newton: “The acceleration of a rigid objecineanings of symbols. Howevéust as words may
equals the net force acting on the object divided blyave multiple meanings, so also the symbols in
the mass of the objectThis is a basic pattern of myths may have multiple possible meaningg.
nature which can be applied in many situationsyhich meaning should be used depends on the
whether or not Newton used it in some particulacontext. For example, in western myths, dragor|s
situation. Likewise, myths give basic patternsare often the fierce, greedy and wicked; whereas jn
which can be applied in many ways and givertastern myths they are often kind and helpfhke
many interpretations, whether the creator of theature of the dragon will influence its interpreta
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tion. c) If one knows the patterns of Cosmic Lawself-consciousness with tiAdi-consciousness.
and the path of evolution, then one can look for In The Frog Prince (Grimm Fairy Tales), the

these patterns in the myths. If a myth presents feog eventually turns into a prince and marries the

pattern which is the same as some Cosmic Law qrincess.
some aspect of the path of evolution, then that In The Miller Boy and His Cat (Grimm Fairy
Cosmic Law or aspect of the path of evolution mayales), the princess is encased in asdaddy The
be taken as the interpretation of that myth. Miller Boy breaks the spell and marries the princes
Note that in myths all the characters are qualities In Snow White and the Seven Dwarves (Grimm
within each of usWe contain both prince and Fairy Tales), SnowVhite was put to sleep by eat
princess (regardless of whether we are in male amg a poisoned apple, and because she appeare
female bodies at the prese{)so the witches and be dead, the dwarves put her in a glasBrcdBut
magicians and dragons may function within us. when a prince took the dof, the jogging of the
Many myths were part of oral tradition for somecoffin loosened the piece of poisoned apple from hg
time before they were written dowis the stories throat and she awok&hen she married the prince.
were told and retold, the basic structure may have In Rapunsel (Grimm FairyTales), Rapunsel was
been maintained, but each individual story tellermprisoned by a witch in a tower without doors
may have added various little details to make thEventually the prince gained access to the tpwe
story more dramaticThus, some of the details in but then the witch put Rapunsel in a forddte
some myths are just for giving color to the storieprince had to wander for some time more before |
and are not of any great cosmic significance. found her

THE MYSTIC MARRIAGE IN MYTHOLOGY THE DWELLER ON THE THRESHOLD IN MYTHOLOGY

On the path of evolution, we started out united The Dweller on th&hreshold is the being which
with God and had\ll-consciousnessWe became guards the passage from the ordinary world of co
enclosed in physical bodies which cut usfadm  sciousness into the spiritual worléfghen we have
the All-consciousness but enabled us to see ouself-consciousness but natl-consciousness, we
selves and thus to gain self-consciousnégsthen do not see the futur&@hus, the Recordingngels
must regain thall-consciousness and unite it with are able to put our destiny in front of us and we ru
the self-consciousness. into it because we do not know it is thevéhen,

A typical myth which represents this path por howevey the self unites with thdll-conscious
trays theAll-consciousness as a princess or otheness, then the future can be seHmen, anything
female figure, and the self-consciousness as that the Recordinéngels put in front of us could
prince or other male figurd@he surrounding of the be seen ahead of time and sidestepped if we
self-consciousness by bodies may be representeldose. So at that point it is necessary for us to ta
by the prince being encased in an animal bodghage of our own destinyThe Dweller on the
(such as a frog, donkeljon, beay etc.), or by the Threshold consists of all unredeemed debts, a
princess being encased in an animal bddgte meeting it successfully involves taking full respon
that whether the prince or the princess is encaseslbility for its redemption.
the two are separated from each atfiee separa A typical mythological pattern representing the
tion of theAll-consciousness from the self-con Dweller on theThreshold involves a dragon (the
sciousness may also be represented by the princé&seller) who guards some gold (All-conscieus
being encased in a tower without any doors, aness) and must be conquered by the hero (seH-ca

encircled with a wall of flame, or put to sleep in asciousness) if the gold is to be obtained.

castle surrounded by briars, or put to sleep in 8ometimes the dragon (Dweller) has been ra
glass cdin, etc. In the end, either the prince findsaging the population of some region and a
the princess or the princess finds the prince, arappeasement periodically requires a maiden (Al

UJ

] to

1

-

e

—

n

S

they marry which represents the unification of theconsciousness) to be tied up by the seashore so that
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he can come an devour h@&@f course, any hero
(self-consciousness) who rescues such a maid
may marry her (the Mystic Marriage of the self
with theAll). Sometimes the Dweller is represent
ed as a witch or wizard to whom a debt is owe|
and who takes and hides a child (All-conscious
ness) in payment for the debt.

An example of a myth in which the Dweller is
represented as a dragon is the Greek Myth (
Perseus andAndromeda. Queen Cassiopeia
claimed that her daughtekndromeda, was more
beautiful than the daughters of the sea go«
Poseidon. In payment for thisfiant, Andromeda
(All-consciousness) was chained to a rock by th
sea (separated from the rest of humanity) so
dragon (the Dweller) could eat her (imprison he
within himself). Perseus (the self-consciousness
appeared, killed the dragon (took dmarof the
debts), and marriedndromeda (the self became
unified with theAll).

In the story of Jonah and tiWhale, the Lord
asked Jonah (the self-consciousness) to go
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did not feel capable of doing sé/hen Jonah got &
in a boat to flee from Ninevah, a big storm aros&: 73 i o '
which was caused by Jonahjuilt. The storm is A W|tch ( DweIIer) who takes the form of an owl, turns
representing Jonah'unpaid debts of destiny (the Jorinda (All-Consciousness) into a nightingale and puts it
Dweller on theThreshold) When Jonah admits his Intoa cage (separatesit from Joringel or seif-consciouness)
responsibility and is thrown into the sea, the stornfAll-consciousness) into a bird and puts her in
abates (the Dweller is conquered). Jonah is-swatage.The witch is the Dweller on th&hreshold
lowed by a whale (his body is entombed while hisvho keeps théll-consciousness separated from
spirit receives initiation), and later the whalethe self-consciousness. Joringel eventually finds
deposits Jonah on dry land (the spirit returns to tHeow to break the witches spell, does so, and th¢n
physical body). Jonah is then able to prophesy tmarries Jorinda (the Mystic Marriage occurs).
Ninevah that it will be destroyed (the initiate has In the story The Frog Prince (Grimm Fairy
prophetic power of his own, and is no longer-simTales), the self is encased in a folgbdy The frog
ply doing what others have told him). seeks the princess (All-consciousness) and war
In the story ofJorinda and Joringel (Grimm to sit, eat, sleep and play with h&he Threshold
Fairy Tales), the maiden, Jorinda, and the young met when the princess throws the frog again
man, Joringel, are already engaged at the begithe wall. This instantaneously turns the frog into §
ning of the storyWe are destined to unite our selfprince. Then the prince and princess marry (thg
with the All from the start of evolution. One day self is united with théll).
they are wandering in a fore§the forest repre In The Wizard of Earthsea by Ursula LeGuin,
sents our state in physical manifestation wherthe hero, Ged, is haunted by a shadow which he
time vision is limited and we cannot see very fareleased when he caused a rift in the separatipn
ahead and thus tend to wandEney happen to between the worlds of the living and the dead. He
enter the territory of a witch, who turns Jorindasearches for the name of the shadow because when
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he can name it he will be able to conquer it. In thgather the possessions needed to make life- co
end, he finds that the name of the shadow is, ifortable and then dies and loses all the things it h
fact, his own nameThe shadow here is the gathered and must start all over again in its ne
Dweller on theThreshold. lifetime. But, hopefullyboth Sisyphus and human
The story of The Ring of the Niebelung, by ity are gainiig something of permanent value in all
Richard Wagner is long and complicated, with their cycles.
almost every detail having symbolical signifi The mythical Phoenix is a bird who lives for a
cance. But the part that concerns the Dweller operiod of time (somewhere between 500 and 14¢
theThreshold is the meeting of Siegfried (the selfyears) in a sorrowless land@hen it returns to
consciousness) with the Dragon (the Dweller oPhoenicia, where it builds a nest sunrise the
the Threshold).The Dragon has the ring, which nest is set on fire by the ssnfirst rays. In the
symbolizes the circle which the self draws aroun@shes remains a small white worm which in thre|
itself in order to become aware of itself, and itslays grows to a new Phoenix, who arises ar
powers to will and to creat¥vhen Siegfried con returns to its home in paradiSéhen the process is
quers the dragon, he obtains the ring and gives it tepeated over agaiithis appears to be similar to
Brunhilde (Truth orAll-consciousness)Thus, he the life-death cycle of humans.

unifies the self (ring) and th&l (Brunhilde). A Sufi Story which symbolically represents the
cycles involved in a number of lifetimeskatima
EvoLuTioNARY CYCLESIN MYTHOLOGY the Spinner and the Tent (Idries ShahTales of the

The path fromAll-consciousness to self-con Dervishes, Teaching Stories of the Sufi Masters
sciousness, to unification of tiAdl-consciousness Over the PasThousandYears, Dutton, 1970). In
with self-consciousness is not a straight path. this story a girl, Fatima, is born into a family who
contains many cycle3hese cycles are necessaryare spinners, and she learns that trdden she
because when we are in physical manifestation wgoes on a trip in a boat which is shipwrecked &
have self-consciousness but tend to loseAddr sea. She is washed up on shore, and the traumsa
consciousnes§Vhen we are out of physical mani her experience makes herdet most of her for
festation we gain ir\ll-consciousness but tend to mer life. She is taken in by some cloth makers
lose our self-consciousne#s we cycle back and who teach her their trad&hen she is kidnapped
forth, each time we come into self-consciousnedsy some slave traders and sold to one who mak
we carry a little more of théll-consciousness masts for ships. She learns that tradeen, trading
with us, and each time we return to thkcon- in a ship of the coast of China, she is again ship
sciousness we carry a little more of the self-conwrecked and cast upon shore.
sciousness with ughus we move toward unifiea  In China there was a legend that some day-a fq
tion of the self-consciousness and thikcon- eigner would come who could make a tent. S
sciousnessThese cycles occur as our spirits go inwhen she is washed ashore, she is taken to the k
and out of manifestation in our life-death cyclesand asked to make a tent. She asks for rope, st
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and also on a daily basis in our wake-sleep cyclesloth, and poles of the type she needs, but none are

In The Twelve Dancing Princesses (Grimm Fairy  to be had. So, she spins strong rope, weaves st
Tales), the soldier had three days in which to invesloth and makes stout tent pol@hese she puts
tigate where the princesses were dancing at nightgether into a tentAs a reward she is given a
In Rumplestiltskin (Grimm FairyTales), the queen handsome prince to marrfhe tent which she

DUt

had three days to guess Rumplestiltskimime. makes may be taken as analogous to the Golden

In Greek mythologySisyphus was condemned Wedding Garment (a soul body which is capable ¢
by the gods to roll a rock up a hill over and gverbeing conscious in the spiritual worlds) which
the rock rolling down again each time it got to theesach of us makes over many lives in preparatic
top. His predicament may be similar to human Egéor the Mystic Marriage. (Continued) O
who comes to earth and does the work required to —Elsa Glover
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MYSTIC LIGHT
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Doing on Earth
asin Heaven

o
W]

N THE FIVE KINGDOMS of need, we _:J e
have before us all that must be overcomlm."’-
upon earth. Nowin the last exercise, noth :
ing remains but life: heaven upon earth®
That which the first exercise for the will &
awakened in us as a common aim for life has no¥E. % .4
been fully unfolded. B
We practice all these exercises for the will irf=i
such a way that we first place the individual- his &
torical picture vividly before our soul3hrough W
the need in the individual picture we see thdhs
world’s need, the mighty kingdom of evil that mus
be overcomeWe ask ourselves if we really will
earnestly that this opposing world shall be eve '_ iy : .
come.We answer this question with our wholejs & nA =
will. Thus our will acquires the greatness whicloi onwood, Gerard David, Altarpiece of St. Michael, Kunsthistorisches Museum, Vienna
acts more and more upon our everyday wishes. B TheArchangel Michael is the cosmicgtotype for what St.

: S .-+ Paul enjoins each Christian: that we cast down imagina
now we call to life within us the example of ChrlSt'tions and every high thing that exalts itself against the

|r_‘ Him h_eaven fights for eartIWe enlist on His  knowledge of God, and bring into captivity every thought td
side against the whole worlds if from the other the obedience of Christ. So do we live in the spiiichael.

world we work with Him.With our ego and with

our best selves we are already beyond the grave.This means to live in the spirit of Michadlb
Our “citizenship,” as the Bible says, is in a highework in the spirit of thérchangel who was always
world. As we look at Christ our will gains the pure,regarded as the great champion of Christ in thHe
fiery essence, the true, divine warmth. But thearthly world We should ever renew our resolve tg
more we see in the details, see in the small thindsink and work in the world in the spirit of
the greatest and last things, the decisive struggMichael. The spirit of the age demands this of ug,.
for the world, so much the more does our will gairit means also: to live apocalyptically
the strong power through meeting great obstacles.At the end of such an exercise one may retaln
And thus again in each single exercise we go thenly the will, and feel it in all its greatness, warmth
way from the spirit, through feeling to willing: and powerThe earthly kingliness of such a will
from the great aim, through the great example, tetreams through us. But we feel it, not only ap
the great power coming upwards from beneath, but above all gs
This is the last in a series of articles takeonir Friedrich ~ COMing down from above. It reveals itself as the
Rittelmeyels Meditation, Guidance of the Inner Lifpub  noblest sap of the life of the divine which wills to
lished by Floris Books, Edinbgin. Reprinted with permission. \ork in us. Especially when we feel in this will the
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being of Christ shall we have such an experiencevhen one only reads in them from time to time angd
One can let this will stream out from the head, irallows oneself to be touched by the spirit of
which one gathers it together in the middle of th&ransubstantiation out of which they were born.
forehead, throughout our whole physical body But we will take courage to go to the end, to spegk
throughout our whole spiritual bodyAnd we can for the few who will wish to draw from this book some
attempt this also: to let such a will flood through ughing stronger to help their self-traininthey will ask,
out into the worldThus Buddha in his meditation “ How shall we best take all this into our lives?”
sent out sympathy in all four direction¥hus To this we should like again to repeat and lay
Christ said, “ | am come to send fire on the earthdown more definitely this piece of advice: that it is
and what will 1, if it be already kindled?” Even good three times a day to enter into the highes
when with this will we can will and accomplish no For many it will be hardest to find rest and time at
particular thing, yet we can let this good will be inthe midday hourHe who is able might dedicate to
us and stream out from us. By this we can learthe training of his higher self a quarter of an hour
still better how to “pour.good will into our words in the morning and evening, and at least a few mil
and acts."Through this we procure divine power utes if not a quarter of an hour at middaill bet
to create new possibilities. Our will is a spiritualter would be at morning and evening half an hou
reality which is ofered, is sacrificed to the higher and at midday at least a quarter of an hour
powers, which will the Good. Only in a close com These times of the day are completelyedi#nt.
munion of life with Christ can any step be takenVe cannot describe the fdifence more clearly
which ought to be taken in the service of a renewdhan in connection with the Christian conception
of the world. Even he who has not yet regarded Chrisff the Trinity. Let us begin the day with the
as a divine personality will, out of all this, be ableevening.At evening time, when a man must give
to take for himself that which he can do in order tdnimself over in trust to the powers of the night, h
become strong in the service of what is good. is nearest to the divine power which holds an
Since today all kinds of occultism are showingbears up all, which has given him the baalyd has
themselves among us, let us here point this way testored it; into which he sinks at death as well gs
a white magic. In all details the following guiding in sleep An abysmal trust, a perception of hidder
lines must be observed: strict fidelity to truth,glory, a feeling of union with the ultimate source
respect for all mes’freedom, and a striving for the of all being, will then spread itself over his soul. I
perfecting of the world in the spiritual goodnesds one of the most intimate experiences of medita
which is in Christ. tion that we meditate best in the evening, as if from
The safeguard against all misuse lies in théhe cosmic sound of the Divine Father
prayer: “Thy will be done on earth as it is in the The morning is quite dérent. It is a solemn
heavens.” In this prayer we have now conquereexperience to feel the flashing up of the ego in t}e
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the passive tolerance, the egotistical narrownesBuyman body One is again upon the earth. On
which is so often put into it by meWe have led it returns to the earth. In this alone there is somethi
upwards to the heights upon which it was lived ouChrist-like. In wonderful purity one can hear the
in the Gospels. If we allow Christ Himself to prayvoice of ones higher being.
it in us, we can bring to a close our exercises for In it is our higher ego, which is united with
the will, as we summed up our exercises for th€hrist.We are ourselves new-born every morning.
spirit in the prayer: “Hallowed b&hy name,” and We become a solVe become also a suhhe light
our exercises for the feelings in the prayer: “Thydawns in us, as it has dawned aroundWis.can
kingdom come.” feel in the morning that during the night we have
When we now survey the whole, the questiomeen in spiritual regions, but that Christ must b
comes to us: who will really go the way which issought upon earth. Here He has His waikus the
here described? Possibly feBut these letters may morning meditations are strongest and most sug
become a help to religious development, evenessful when we meditate out of the cosmic sound
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of the Divine SonThat which we have
just expressedneed not always begis
thought out in detail. But it helps us tjs*
discover this sphere of life.

But at midday the sun shines hotte S
Life is oppressiveWe are in the midstpts
of material existence. It is hardest for (&8
to get out of itWe must call the Spirit
to our aid, must awaken ourselves to t
Spirit. One can have this feeling: just ¢
outside everything is lying in brightes
light, so must you let still clearer ligh|
shine into yourself, if you will be greafis
enough for your daySpirit, Holy Spirit
against mattemgainst the illusion of theS. > : : e e
senses. Humanity has placed the festhi;ion "o 'tﬂhe Footwas mis insight into the espondence
of the Holy Spirit near St. John thipetween Christ’ deeds and the outwhsun sacrificing itself to the earth
Baptists day when the sun shines most
brightly. In this is expressed the same need that we The year also, in the same way as the tan
met just now in our meditation. itself living. If we would carry through the medita

When we are in a position deliberately to placdions in connection with the course of the yea
over against the outward brightness the light thahen fromAdvent through Christmastime to the
radiates forth the Spirit, when our looking upon thdeginning of Lent the “I ams” are nearest to th
world is permeated by the light of the Spirit, thersoul. The outward world sinks into darkness. S¢
shall we first know what the Holy Spirit is. much the brighter shines the light within. On
Therefore we ought not to omit at midday also taChristmas night and during the twelve holy nightsg,
carry our meditation, at least so far that we do ndhe “| am” shines in the darkness of the world wit}
miss this cosmic sound in our life. spiritual power

These things of which we speak here are more When the Passion weeks begin, and up fo
delicate shades in life than are common to the préscension andVhitsuntide, is the time when the
sent age. But this passing through the thremeditations from th&/ashing of the Feet up to the
spheres, this daily baptism in the three worlds dResurrection andiscension are naturally fitted
God, contains something which blesses -maiinto the course of the yedihe outward sun is then
velously It raises life to a sublime height. It sacrificing itself to the eartthnd man answers it
crowns man with divinityAnd man will learn that with an inward course of sacrifice. Passiontide and
in the night he is taken up into the unity of theSpring, seeming contradictions, chime togethg
Three, that he experiences like music the commuwvhen one looks at the spiritual. But for the medi
nity and interpenetration of the three divinetations for the will, the best time is towards
worlds. He then lives in the Divine Ground of theAutumn, when the days grow shortethen man
World. He is seen, he is blessed, he is meditated, amist oppose greater inward force to the decreasipg
he himself has meditated\fter he has by day of the outward light, to the dying of the earth
according to the law of the earth, passed succeshen he feels that now Michael will become hig
sively through the three worlds, he feels himself irspiritual protector in order that he may not sink
the night to be beheld by a primal divinityhose down into the sadness of the world which is break
life he shares. He may live in this unigven if ing upon him, that he may bring forth the inwarg
only vague perceptions of this occurrence of th&aster as answer to the outward Easter which was
night shine into his day-consciousness. proclaimed to him half a year before.
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All this need not be prac sy
ticed by rule. In a high degre@
man can make himself inde
pendent of the course of th§
year It would be well, espe
cially, if a man once went
slowly through all the exercis
es, even if it took years. Hd
may remain at each individua
exercise until he grasps it
meaning and has won its firs
blessing. He will then most
quickly come to feel the benef
fit and scope of the whole. |

But once again, in conclu | == ’ :
sion, be it said—Someone ma i = R
remain at the two first exercis W
es, “I am love” and “I am|'
peace,” all the days of his lifef,
and let the others serve as t
illumination and filling out of

these two fundamental exercis Revelation to St John the Evangelist
es. In any case it is good thzThe four iconic figues of the Zodiac—synthesized in the Sphinx whose riddle pos

: Oedipus is embodied inaretypal man himself—athe glorious manifestation of the
one shogld ,nevejlve up these twelve ceative hierachies, themselves emanations of the triune Godheadckddod
two med|tat|0n5_ but bear ther?venerated by the twenty-four Elders whpresent the acme of past earthly atta@nt.
always as basic elements in

ones soul. It is actually true that these two mediwhich is to be expected only after many centurie
tations bring about a communion, a receiving offhen, indeed, one will be able to say much bettg

Matthias Gerung, ¢.1500-1570

the body and blood of Christ, as we havéhings than in these letters. On the other hand, not

explained.We have in them, imigher form, that even that which is here described is entirely poss

which was in the old mysries awakened in the ble in our time. Ought one therefore to leave it

soul as pity and feaAristotle says that about unspoken®hen | had already almost resolved tq
tragedy Through them the Mysteries work openly do this, | saw that it was not permittéithen let it
Out of fear comes reverent worship. Out of pitygo forth and itself seek out the people to whom
comes love that streams forffhat is the inward means anything. For mangerhaps, it is already
frame of mind in which the body and blood ofvaluable to see that there can be a life quitedif
Christ give themselves to us. ent from that which they live to-dagnd to recog

If anyone should feel the need of having in addinize that this life need not be led in cloisters and

tion to the meditation “| am peace” in thgening, hermitages, but that the strength of inwardness c
and “I am love” in the morning, a meditation of thebe built up in active outward life.
same kind for middayit would be: “I amthe Then let us say one last thinye connect it with
word,” thought of as a creative spiritual athis a great symbolic figure in world-history which has
would unite us to the Holy Spirit in the same waybeen handed down to us from ancient times, th
as peace unites us to the Father and love to the S&phinx....we have heard that in the figure of th
When | wrote these letters, | had before me th&phinx there stands before us the ayimgy of man
picture of a far future. | thought...of the spiritualfrom the animal world, more spiritually than it is
character of a Russian culture which is to comegresent in the ideas of present-day sciefitet
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which in the animal world exists as the eagle’shining around one is more important and gives
capacity to raise itself from the earth, as the powenore illumination to ong’ actual life than if one
of flight to the sun, has been changed by man-wittiried to compel by doubtful means the reception qf
in himself to the power of the spirit, to the will to impressions from hidden worlds. If here we ar¢
strive upwards, high above the eartfilgat which trying to educate the “wise man,” there is also a
in the animal world exists as the lisrcourage, as training, suited to the time, for the “healdt takes
instinctive leaping passion, that has man spirituaplace here in connection with the revelation of Chrigt
ized to the capacity for noble feeling; that which inn Passion and Resurrection. It lies not ingguy
the animal world lives as the bull'strength, as feeling, in which we feel ourselves happwyt in a
physical enagy and external impetuosjtthat man mood, essential for life, which is born out of the
could change into spiritual will. sacrificial spirit of divine love. So comes irteing

In ancient times...they tried in the Mysteries tarue goodness which brings healing to the world.
see to which kingdom men’powers were most  But our exercises for the will, in connection with
nearly related, and then trained the pupils of ththe working of Christ Himself, train us for playing
Mysteries to be sages if they bore within themour part with mighty powers of will in that battle
selves principally the eagle-powers of the spirit; ofor the world which is awaited by the divine pow
to be physicians if the capacity for feeling was thers, and raise us to be real fellow-workers with thie
ruling force in them; or to be magicians, if oneGodhead. Out of Chrigt’earthly actions we draw
trusted their power of will. But those in whom powers to train us to a new “white magid.hat
these three gifts were balanced were men in ghese are the same powers which live in the sev
especial sense. In the symbols given to the fowacraments of the Christian Community can onl
evangelists these perceptions drawn from thke indicated here.

Mysteries still work. If one looks at these sacramemtsas we might
One may regard this as only a historical picturealso saythese supersensible aofsChrist, in the
Even then it makes clear to us from a new side thellowing order: Baptism, Confirmation, Confession,
training for humanity which we are here seekingrhe Lords SupperMarriage, the Consecration of
with the help of Johs’ Gospel. It is the highest Priests, Extreme Unction, then there works on ip
wisdom which comes into being for us out of thes¢hem that which was once active in the seven great
“I ams.” In our age, when harm is being done iracts.
the great cities by so-callébga teachers, when Perhaps some will need a longer time to become
exercises are being spread broadcast whose motifaniliar with this world of the sacraments. Our aim
power is the egotism of social ambition, of themight be to fill, through these exercises, the three
acquisition of strength and of superiorityisdom first petitions of the Lor& Prayer with the rich
in its bright purity lives in these “I ams.” content of the Gospels themselves. In unison with

He who builds this temple around him will havethe Lords Prayerthe spirit of Christ itself seals us
the feeling that he has a sheltering spiritual homevith that which we are here trying to do:
All occult practices whose meaning and aim one
cannot completely perceive, ought to be strongly
discouraged....Here rules the spirit which alone
may lead us in this realm: selfless seeking for the
spiritual basis of the world, the attainment of
accord with the moral order of the world, the The course of thé&ct of Consecration of Man
applying of the will, not to subjectivefefts, but corresponds in the same way to our exercises: frgm
towards the divine goal of the world. Only in suchtheWord to the Sacrifice, and through fhi@nsub-
a spirit can one enter the occult realm without-darstantiation to the Communion, the ultimate re-union.
ger. Our exercises do not combat this, they train for Thus we can feel ourselves enfolded in the-radji
it. To have the spirit of the wisdom of the “I am” ant form of Christ, and in it live our lives. [

< (D

Hallowed beThy name

Thy kingdom come,

Thy will be done

On earth as it is in Heaven.
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MYSTIC LIGHT

Meditative Prayer o

B
O PRAY MEANS to reach out to a '?
higher level for assistanco meditate == ¢
means to think at two levels; for & =
instance, considering the surface 01"?
ordinary meaning of a word or concept %
and contemplating its deeper or more specialize I
applications. In this respecteditateis closely | __
related tomediate which means to harmonize two [ S
different points of view or two aspects of a situa~, \'
tion. In meditative prayer it is the spirit of manil_\
which acts as the meditata@eeking to establish a
closer better understood and better regulated- relz'-_
tionship between the spist’ physical expression h s
and the higher forces influencing it. Man is a spiri.qw m’_ { B o
occupying a set of vehicles comprising the physicai- * e
body, the vital forces, emotions, and minthe vibration (chemical and life ethers) and twogof
spirit is focused in and operates through its physicdligher vibration (light and reflecting ethers). If tojne

NIl [[BMY00Y UBWLION ‘E¥6T 2z Areniga- 1s0d Buiuang Aepinies ‘Seaurd Uo |10 ‘[[@My00y UBWION ‘dIysiopn 01 wopaai

body and is aware of its other vehicles as forceghysical body is regarded as corresponding tc the

which act on and through its physical form. In ordesolid state, then the lower ethers correspond & i
to function optimally in the physical world, the uids and the higher ethers to gadéds body itself

spirit must understand and control the forces on thend the lower ethers (until refined) tend to gravitat
vital, desire, and mental planes—hence the need for get pulled down to earth, while the highe

meditative prayer ethers tend to levitate. Controlling the vibrations of
The first set of forces contacted by the spirit ighe higher ethers brings about various “psychic|
that of the vital or etheric plane, which includes itgphenomena, from personal levitation to levitation

own vital or etheric bodyOur physical bodies are of external objects. In the physical body a continu
related to the physical earth and our vital (ethericdus stream of physical mattehrough absorption
bodies are similarly related to the vital (etheric)of nutrients and excretion of wastes, flows in an
envelope of the eartfhe etheric plane is so closely out of an etheric matrix, and it is this etheric matri
linked to the physical plane that both these plangbat gives the body its shape.

=2

D

are considered part of the physical world. It is The higher ethers are capable of being separated

largely the manipulation of the ethers which €onfrom the lower ethersl'he separated lower ethers
cerns the meditator operating at this level. can then be retained in the body to keep it in
Etheric forces are of four types, two of lowertrance or sleep state, and the higher ethers can

a
be
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used to form a separate second matrix in which the Meditative prayer involving the emotional plane
spirit can function, giving rise to bi-location, astralis the special field of the devotional Christian o
travel and similar phenomena. Chasing after-“sidMuslim. All our activities in life are more or less
dhis,” as these phenomena are called in Hinduisnapmpletely governed by our emotionghe more
has always been condemned by their holy men armhthusiasm or desire we bring to any actjvibe
termed by them “siddhi trapsThey are meant to more forceful and purposeful it becomes
weed out the material minded, as they hinder trugnfortunately our strongest, most powerful emo
spiritual development. tions are often negative, such as feagey hatred,

Yoga and similar “exercises”; “meditations,” revenge, greed, lust. Being negative, these-emp
transcendental or otherwise; repetitious chantsions weaken the spir#t’ control of its vehicles,
including the mechanical use of the Christiamagain inviting obsession or some degree of outside
rosary achieve their ékcts by strengthening the interference. Emotional plane meditative prayeyr
etheric forces within the body{he danger in all seeks to develop and strengthen positive emotiops
these methods is that they tend to reduce or inacgo they may be more powerful motivating factors i
vate the forces of the mind, first leading to a state ajur lives than negative ones.
mental stupefaction (mistaken for a state of-tran One of the investigative methods on this plane is
quillity), and secondly weakening the spgilink the use of the power of visualization. Here again,
with the mind, which invites the unfortunate condi visualization can be either negative or positive. |
tion of obsession by an outside parasitic enfitys  the negative phase, visuals or images are seH-ggn
is especially so when any of these methods is usedated to build a fantasy world for personal satis
for the definite purpose of obtaining personal benefaction or glory Conspicuously absent is the +ea
fits or exploiting others. soning process, resulting in a lack of any rationa

The picture changes from negative to positivébasis for the projections. Irrational beliefs are teng
when etheric manipulative techniques are acquireciously and defiantly held for the emotional satis
for constructive purposeé constructive purpose faction they bring. Because critical evaluation inter
can come only from activity on the emotional anderes with the emotional need for the acceptance pf
mental planes—intense, dedicated, altruistic activithese beliefs, thinking is put in abeyance or enlistgqd
ty at those levels that produces conditions for safég support the feelings, and the mind becomes the
simple etheric control. Constructive emotional anddevil’s workshop.” In the positive phase of visual
mental attitudes have a magnetideef on the ization, the visuals are creative, rational projections
ethers, refining the lower layer and increasing thef present possibilities, building up inspiring mod
volume of the higher layetUnder these conditions, els capable of arousing strong enthusiasm for thgir
bringing about the separation of the two layers hafsilfillment in both the visualizer and others.
been compared to natural childbirth, as against The final level of meditative prayer involves the
forced development through “exercises,” which hasiind and figures prominently in both Buddhism
been compared to instrumental delivery or eveand science. Buddhism, as popularized through iLs]
abortion. various sects and schools, has strayed widely frg

One of the phrases used in Christian mysticism tthe operational levels of the original teachingg,
describe the correct separation of the higher etheriprobably because it is fifult for the average per
matrix is the “birth of the Christ within.” It is also son to link emotional satisfaction to mental aetivi
referred to as the “resurrection of the body” in thdies and thus find fulfillment at this level. Sciencs
Nicene andAthanasian creed3he two-fold ether has stuck doggedly to the intellectual plane and has
ic composition of the higher matrix has beerdeveloped its own meditative techniques, taking
described as the “body and blood of Christ,” withgreat pains not to label them as such to avoid co
the implication that it is this etheric Christ-assistedusion with “religious’ teachings. Scientists call
process which is symbolically expressed in the ritéheir method “framing the question,” which when
of Holy Communion. correctly done gets its own “answeérThey

—
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THE LORD’S PRAYER

Showing how it fully meets the needs of all the seven human principles
antroouction) "OUR FATHER IN HEAVEN"

THE FATHER
PRAYER OF THE m
DIVINE SPIRIT THY WILL
T0 THE FATHER BE DONE -
FOR THE DENSE BODY {_ ON EARTH_ TH Uode o s”““\
PRAYER OF I
P“a::"sg:;“‘ T::T THE HUMAN SPIRIT J HALLOWED BE
TO THE HOLY SPIRIT | THY NAME
T0 THE SON KINGDOM FOR THE DESIRE BODY
FOR THE VITAL BODY COME |
HUMAN "
Vil SPIRIT
PRAYER FOR
PRAYER FOR LEAD US NOT
BEMVER “5’/ DESIRE  THE DESIRE BODY {
THE MIND { me B gy, e INTO TEMPTATION
BODY
Iv
PRAYER FOR THE g:ggisl[églig ” PRAYER FOR THE | o.ue us THIS DAY
VITAL BODY DENSE BODY OUR DAILY BREAD
FORGIVE THOSE WHO  DENSE BODY
TRESPASS AGAINST US

The Lod’s Prayer may be considat “an abstract, algebraical formula for the upliftment and purification of all the vehicle
of man.” It contains petitions for the #e-fold bodythe link of mind, and the tbe-fold Spirit. “It givesAdoration first place,
in order to each the spiritual exaltation necessary toffer a petition epresenting the the needs of the lower vehicles.”

demonstrate that if a concept or “question” can bag them the dreaded name of “bias,” which ehatr
“framed” or set up mentallyfforces from this plane acterization could ruin any scientific reputation. He
illumine the concept, thereby providing the practi steadfastly holds on to the opinion that a good sg
tioner with an “answer Such a technique has beenentist is one who can make either a polio vaccine
used by the writer to obtain material for these- artia napalm bomb. Emotions and biagks no part in

cles. All real scientific progress is made throughhis discoveriesAfter a long estrangemerthe call of

these means, sometimes referred to as “hunches” lmumanity to balance emotions and mind is bringin
“inspired guesses,” but actually the result of about a new synthesis between the two, making f
deliberate, aganized, precise techniquEhis tech  scientific metaphysicians and religious scientists.
nique is a well-known, routine, scientific procedure True spiritual development must provide the-spir
on the physical plane. For example, if a doctoit with effective control of all its vehicle3his can

“frames a question” through a physical concept, aot be done by negative methods, which are se
clinical thermometerthe “answer” comes from the limiting and mutually antagonistic. It is only the
physical environment—in this case the pat®nt positive methods that can continuously expand an
body—and the exact body temperature is knowrcombine together for mutual enrichmerithey

Scientific research on the physical level consisteperate within and not against the evolutionary pattef

largely in devising physical means of “framingand so receive environmental assistance, unlil
questions.” the negatives which always meet environmentg
The danger in pursuing intellectual conceptsesistanceDiscrimination is the grand lssn to be
alone is that they get isolated from moral values ahastered on all planes, the spirit learniogecog
right and wrong, good and evil, and build up a fornize and choose the fidult, self-efacing positives
midable arsenal of destructive idedbe mentally and to avoid the easgelf-boosting negatives. [
dependent scientist makes emotions his engimy —C.E.S. Gunasekera
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MYSTIC LIGHT

The Fourth-Dimension is Not Time

ANY YEARS ago the renowned and its relationship to the dense physical body

physicistAlbert Einstein said that  According to Max Heindel, the etheric body

the fourth-dimension of space interpenetrates the dense physical body and is| a

was time.The first three dimen duplicate of the dense physical body atom for

sions of space are of courseatom, except for one major tfence. If the dense

length, width and heightThe word dimension  physical body is male then the etheric body i
means to measure in a particular directibme is female and vice versd@he etheric body provides
not a spatial dimension. It is a continuum whichvitality to the dense physical body and allows it$
lacks spatial dimensions. It is simply a system ofarious body parts to move. If the dense physica
those relations which any event has to any other &dy were not interpenetrated by the etheric boglr/
I

U)

past, present, or future. movement and growth of our various physic
The system of time that we are most familiaparts would be impossible.
with is the duration of rotation of the Eaghspin- As physical matterether is responsive to known

axis for one complete rotation of 360 degr@dss natural laws that govern other physical substances.
we call a day of time. Each 15 degrees of spin-axis addition, other laws, presently unknown to mateg
rotation represents one hour of time in this systenmial science, govern etheric phenomenon, inclug
Now | ask you, what is the real fourth-dimensioning levitation. It requires only a slight extension of
of spaceAccording to Max Heindel, the fourth- physical sight to see ethdftheric sight depends
dimension of space is a property of matter calledpon the sensitiveness of the optic nerve. Spiritugl
“throughness.”That is the ability of less dense vision is not the same as etheric visidiis is
matter to interpenetrate and go through matter tharought about by development of vibratory power
is much more dens@&@he PhysicaWorld consists in two little oigans in the brainThese ogans are
of a dense matter region (Chemical Region) and @alled the pituitary body and pineal gland.
much less dense matter region called the EthericAnyone endowed with etheric sight can se
Region. The Chemical Region is made up ofthrough an object in a manner similar to an x-ra
solids, liquids, and gases that we are all familiamachine. He first sees the front part of the objeg
with. The Etheric Region is made up of four denthen the inner structure and finally the backside (¢
sities of ether known as chemical efHege ether the object.With full etheric vision, a person can
light ether and reflecting etheilt should also be see through mountains and the earth itself. |t
stated that atoms of the Etheric Region vibrate atshould also be noted that etheric vision lends itsglf
much higher rate than those of the Chemicab only one colqgrthat is reddish-blue (purple).
Region.The combination of less dense matter with Physical evidence that indicates the etheric bogy
a higher atomic vibrational rate allow for what isexists includes the following:
known as “throughness.” 1) People with slight etheric vision can see thg
Max Heindel also said that man has more thaatheric body extending out beyond the densephys
one bodyHe has a dense physical bpdyg ether ical body about 1 to 1.5 inches.
ic body a desire body and a thought bodis 2) Dr. Thelma Moss did research work at UCLA
article will briefly discuss only the etheric bodyon plants using Kirlian photographySee The

Ul
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Secret Life of Plants, Harper and RoywNY.) This ies separate and decay simultaneoutiyne death
research work showed that a plant with part of &vas a suicide, then the physical body decays and
leaf cut of indicated a light essence remainingthe person continues to live in the etheric body gn
where the leaf was removedes, plants, animals the etheric plane until their normal scheduled time
and human beings all have etheric bodies. for death occursThey sufer during this time with
3) Most human beings have experienced numla terrible hollowed-out feeling because they lack
ness in an arm or leg at one time or anotBgr their dense physical bodiheir ghost body (ether
rubbing or exercising the fatted limb, the numb ic body) is easily able to pass thru dense Physigal
ness will gradually disappeafhe numbness is World matter such as houses, buildings, et cetera.
caused by part of the perss®@theric body drifting In conclusion, | would like to say that there ig
away from the dense physical botjormally the ample evidence that a fourth-dimension does exist;
etheric body is interpenetrated with the densbowever it is not time. Max Heindel has stated in
physical body and fully aligned with it. his writings that there are at least seven dimensiops
4) Some people have successfully photographed the Cosmos and they all interpenetrate eagh
ghost imagesA ghost image is a picture of a per other These seven dimensions are filled with vari
son’s etheric body minus the dense physical bodyus life forms. O
When a person dies, their physical and etherie bod —Harry P O’Connell

A Dream Within a Dream

DREAMED that | was a prisoner in a house where there were many cftherguards were very
cruel and seemed to have taken a special dislike to me, tortagnghenever possible. | was
knocked down and otherwise mistreated and a guard was kept over me to prevent me fron) leav
ing the house. One day | escaped, hungry and utterly exhausted. Even the fruits | picked to eat were
bitter; the fence surrounding the house was made of swords and it seemed impossible to climb over
it. But taking a companion in misery by the hand, | gave one jump and both of us seemed to fly over the
fence.The other prisoners did not miss us; they were more interested in themselves and begging the
guards to be lenient, to give them food and drink to keep them from starving.
After walking a little distance we met a small child. She asked where we were going. | answered that
| was seeking rest and quiet and wanted to go far away where there was no Withkdechilds look
of entire trust and confidence, she pointed to a number of houses on a hill, saying, “My Father cah help
you—he knows everythingWe were led by this little child to a & group of buildings on a hill, loek
ing somewhat like a monastefybroad flight of steps led upward to a wide porch, covered by grapevines
from which lage bunches of grapes hung in strangely transparent bunches, as if a light were back of
them.To the taste they were very sweet and refresiiiagve hesitated, an old white-bearded man came
to the doorHis “lighted” face with its transparency and bright eyes seemed to glow and shine with jpure
white light. The eyes were a dark blue black and looked kindly down at me.
My companion had left melaking my hand, the venerable man said: “Child, you want peace, et
peace is within youwrou want rest and rest is all about ygau know and yet have come for help. Oon’
you know that ‘In my Fathés house are many mansion¥@u must seek, not in books, but by practice.
He talked long and lovinglyrhen, as he bade me Godspeed, he again repeated these directions: “
of theWorld, go. Seek near and far among my Fa#higlansionsYou will learn much, and when you have
gained the right, you will be admitted into the place of peace, where sorrow teaches its lessons in the way
God intendedThe House of Soul Rest you will find, but learn well each lesson as it comes, and may
Godspeed you and care for you in your search.”
Turning to the broad path pointed out before me, full of obstacles and trials, | looked back. Hig face
was beaming even more, if that were possible, and his hands stretched forth in a blessing as | stgrted on
my way One by one | surmounted the obstacles in my path and triumphantly pushed onward. Miles flew
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by, buildings appeared and disappeared, vehicl@
rushed byand there was much noise and cenfu” &
sion around me.

Something seemed to push me into gdasuild
ing, open at the sides, where people in all stages
grief and trouble were gathered. Some were so
bing, others crying out in agon$ome had hands
and arms torn and bleeding. Some were on crutg
es, and still others had limbs partly torri ahd
hanging. Crushed faces and small babies in spas
added their pain to the scene of appalling distreg
In all the crowd | could only see one who seeme
to understanthe grief of the rest; all otheseemed
to be cursing their own particular $erfing.

Stooping to speak to a tiny child and quiet it,
saw a pair of pensive blue eyes watching i
mouth was drawn in pain, yet uttered no word g
complaint, just resignation in the eyes. Going t
him | discovered that both his limbs were missing
so | stayed with him.

| must have slept a little for | remember getting
up and going to another building that glistened lik
smooth white marbléVhere before there had bee
confusion and trouble, now was quiet and resign
tion. Smiling faces were everywhere. | searche :
for the Ch||d and the maﬁ[he Wh|te glistening Pastels on paper, 1928, Baron Arild Rosenkrantz (1870-1964), Leicester Galleries
building was ablaze with golden light, but | could He Suffered
find neither the child nor the man.

Then | went through a door and saw written irand peace. So | fled the House of Soul Rest,-voy
large letters of yellow light “House of Soul Resting never to return till | had found my brother ang
and Peace.” Sinking down on white cushions, brought him also.
watched the play of colors that came and went Then | woke from the dream within the dream,
through the room. Golden light was everywhereat again by the man and the child and | recognizéd
and white gleamed and glistened all around mehem as the little child that had led me, and the
My body was filled with rest. | seemed to sink inFather who had taught m&gain he smiled, and
the cushions and felt rest flood over rAelast my  his face lighted when he said: “My daughtgou
soul was content and had found its peace. have learned one secret of the path to the House| of

After so long a time and so many struggles, aSoul Rest—it cannot be enjoyed in solitudad |
my friend had said, | had found peace and contenwill tell you another secret: Every wail in the
ment.Affairs of the earth were fgotten. | wanted world detracts from the pleasure of the others
to stay there always, in this supreme happiness thahether they know it or not. Seek you therefore all
was mine. Nothing mattered, only that | stay in thisvho are weak and heavy laden and try to brin
House of Soul Rest and Peace and experience thigem rest, for in so doing you will find the only
supreme peace and happiness always. true and lasting peace.”

But then | remembered the child and the man. | As | woke from the dream there fell from my
saw again the house of tears and agdriyeard lips the vow; “I will strive first to show my broth
again the moan of the maimed, and | burned witbBrs the path to peace, and in Godobod time |
shame and humiliation at the thought of havinghall follow” U
deserted my stéring brother to seek my own ease —Pearl Peterson
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MYSTIC LIGHT

Pilgrim Meets Compassionate
(with apologies to John Bunyan)

DREAMED that whenAmoralist saw that ies that he has crushethe name of my foe was

he could neither make Pilgrim turn back byAmoralist. Compassionate saitlhat is the one |

the blows of his hammgemnor pierce him meantAmoralist is the name hefatts in this age,

with his darts, he left him for a timé&nd  but of old he was callefipollyon.

though Pilgrim had been weakened in the And he said, Of your courtesket me see your
battle, he resumed the path, making such time ahield. So Pilgrim showed himAnd when
he could. Compassionate saw the KisdZross on it, he gave

He came to a crossroads by a pool of wddgr it back to Pilgrim, looked sorrowful, and said, |

one path was a sign with the wordls,the City of would have you know that althougimoralist is a
the King, but the letters were dim, and the lightiar, not everything that he says is a l#nd
was fading, and he wondered if his eyes playeRilgrim said, | do not understandAsked

tricks. Moreover there led out from the crossroad€ompassionate, Did he say that the King is dead

other paths in great numbezach in a dferent and that there is no Royal Road? Said Pilg¥es.
direction, some well beaten, but others seeminglfisked Compassionate, Did he say that each mu

little travelled.The sun being low in the skgnd hack his own Road through the wilderness, with np

his feet and arms being weary with battle and-travauthority to hack but that he hacks? Said Pilgrin
el, he saidThis is a good place to rest for the night;Yes.Asked CompassionatAnd did he say that to
I will discern my path and take up my journey indo this, one must be hard and ruthless and comrj
the morningAs Pilgrim cupped his hand and {ift atrocities, hacking down not only grass and timbe
ed water to his lips, he heard a voice saying, Udeut men and nations and generations that stand
my dipper instead. the way? Said PilgrimYes, and that is why we

And he looked up and saw a man clothed in pilfought; for | was in his wayrhen Compassionate
grim’s habit like himself, who said, | am said, | would have you know that the last thing

Compassionate, the steward of the pdold my  Amoralist told you was a lie, but that all the othef

pool is called ReflectioriThen Pilgrim drank from things were true.

the dipper as he was bade; but he was not sureNay, it is not so, said Pilgrim. Naput it is, said
whether he were refreshed or not, for the wate€ompassionatelhe King is dead, for if He lived,
was cold as deatfthe face of Compassionate wasthen he would not sfdr hackers.There is no
lined with pity and he asked, Have you been aRoyal Road, for if there were, then the hackers tg
war with Apollyon? And Pilgrim replied, Nayl would be on it. Because there is no Royal Roa
have not met the one you mention, but indeed éach must hack his own path through the wilde
have been at waHad it not been for my shield, ness. But because the King is dead, each must
which protected me, | would have perished, for theo by no authority but that he hackben declared

lies of my foe were as flaming darts and hamPilgrim, But at this very crossroads | saw a sig
merblows to me; and | have passed heaps of boohscribed, To the City of the King.Asked

Reprinted with permission from First Things New York, N, ~ Compassionate, Do you see it nod Pilgrim
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looked, but it had already grown dark and he couldestruction of moralitybut this is the creation of
not make it out; so he said, N¥ou see, said morality; that was indference to suiéring, but
Compassionate, it is as | said. this is the relief of sdéring; that was committing
Pilgrim wept with the loss of his hope. Butatrocities, but this is making necessary disting
Compassionate said, Be not dismay@&tough tions. For we must sacrifice these in order to give
Amoralist told the truth about all those things, ye humane quality of life to thos&nd Pilgrim
he lied when he told you that one must be hard arsivooned, but as he swooned he remembered the
ruthless and commit atrocities. For consider: If oneracle which had been told to him by one of th
may choose any path, then one may choose tldaughters of the InterpretéWWhen tenderness is
path of Compassion. Consider also thishat detached from the source of tenderness, its logidal
although there is no Royal Road, yet there areutcome is terror
Royal Helps for those who would choose well; and Pilgrim remained long in his swoon, but wher
such is this pool, Reflection, and | am its stewardhe sun was halfway up the sky he awoke. Seeing
Pilgrim was confused in his mind, and he askedhat he lay in a rocky valley beside a broken alt
Then do you choose this path of Compassion? Sale did not know whether he had dreamed or not.
Compassionaté&es.And then he said, Now sleep; And the name of the valley was Hinnom, and th
perchance morning will bring you new hope. name of the altar waBopheth; for he read these
And | dreamed that Pilgrim lay down to sleepthings upon a stone that had been set there lohg
and as he slept, he dreamadd he dreamed that ago.Then he hurried back along the path to th
in the middle of the night he awoke to find thatpool of Reflection, but when he was almost there
Compassionate was gone. He prayed, O King, alre came up short. For standing beside the pdol
| to lose not onlyYou and the Royal Road, but with his back to Pilgrim waépollyon, and at the
Compassion tooAnd he cried out to the steward feet of Apollyon, with his head cleaved in, was
of the pool,Where are youWhereupon the voice Compassionate.And Apollyon gloated and
of Compassionate returned, 1 am not far; com&ughed over the bodgaying,You did good work
here. So Pilgrim rose and stumbled in the directiofor me, brotherbut | can take over novnd after
of the voice, and perceived that he was following &pollyon had gone away some distance, Pilgrin
path; though what path it might be, he could noapproached the pool and turned over the body; and
tell, because of the thick darkne$fien he came underneath it was a pouch or wallet, with som
to a little valley and at the bottom of the valley papers and oddments within And one of the
was an altarand on the top of the altar was a fire papers was inscribed, Doctor; and another was
and in the light of the fire he saw Compassionatanscribed, Professor; and another bore the ownel
and from the eyes of Compassionate ran tears; boame. But his name was not Compassionate, as|he
his face was like the face Amoralist. had afected, but Sentimental; moreoyeone of
This is theValley of Pity said the steward; the papers appointed him steward of the pool. o
Watch, and you will learrAnd as Pilgrim grew Pilgrim pondered these things in his heart.
accustomed to the firelight, he saw that around the And | dreamed that after Pilgrim had covered
altar was a crowd of the young leading the agedhe body of Sentimental with rocks, he committed
and a crowd of the well leading the sick, and @is soul to the King, for he thought, Perchance at
crowd of women leading childreAs each of the the last he repente@ihe sun was at the zenith, and
weak ones reached the alt@ompassionate lifted it glittered from the pool, and it illuminated the
him into the flames, and he was consuméten sign which he had not been able to make out the
Pilgrim’s bones melted within him, and he criednight beforeAnd its rays fell full upon the words,
These are the atrocities Apollyon; | passed your To the City of the King; and when Pilgrim saw
work yesterday on the road. But the steward saithem again he was astonished. So picking up his
No, this is diferent. For that was the work of hard shield and sword, he continued on his way [
ness, but this is the work of softness; that was the —J. Budziszewski
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MYSTIC LIGHT

The Ladder of Love

HERE ISIN THE BOOK of Genesis straight way between earth and heaven; the “stra
(28:12) a little story telling of a vision and narrow way” of Christ Jesus, “which leadett

seen by the patriarch Jacob at the timeinto life.” In other words, Jacob saw a vision of th¢

when he was fleeing from the wrath of Path of Initiation, perhaps the first such vision givel

his brother Esau, whom he had deceivedo men, other than individual initiation given to
and betrayedThe verse read$And he dreamed, those who received this honor in the early days, af
and behold, a ladder set up on the earth, and the tofnom we now generally call our Elder Brothers. |
of it reached unto heaven: and, behold, the angels bécomes quite plain, therefore, when regarded

God ascending and descending on it.” this way that Jacob was shown the path to which H‘e

Like many another biblical storyt is short and must aspire, even though we do not find hi
concise, and like many another also, it receives liattempting to follow that path at that time.
tle serious studyperhaps on account of its short The question then arises, just who was Jacol
nessAt the same time, when one does study thes&/hy should he be given such a vision? On the mat
stories they are found to contain a surprising wealthal plane he was a man of perhaps normally god
of meaning and of wisdonWe are apt to take the character for his time, but one who had the ver
superficial view and to dismiss the matter with thecommon fault of dishonestjor we are told that he

thought that it is a nice story and no doubt did showleceived his brother and robbed him of hig

Jacob that God was watching over him, even in spiteirthright. But, since these stories also carry a hid
of his wrong doing. So we let it go at that. den spiritual meaning—an allegorical meaning, 4
A check on the Hebrew words used here, togetlPaul says—we may find a very fifent picture

er with their alternate meanings, gives a much €leafrom that of the doings of one individudhe name
er light on the storyThe word “laddef for Jacob is generally rendered as meaning “sup
instance, is a word that comes from a root worglanter;” literally it is “heel-catchet or one who
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meaning “mounting upward,” and could well betrips up another in order to overcome him by unfai
rendered “staircase” or even better still “steepneansThis is, of course, exactly what the individ

upward pathway the word “ladder” having been ual Jacob had done, and the name was very fitting.

chosen by the translators apparently as fitting theBtill, on the broader side, we see that Jacob, t
own mental pictureAgain, the word “angels” is man, stands for unregenerate humartig is still
translatable in other way$he word “angel” itself clinging to his lower nature, still unrepentant of hig
means simply “messenger” and does not of necessins. Deceptiveness is, we must admit, one of tf
ty always apply to what we call the angelic lifevery commonest of human faults. Basic honesty
wave. In this case, alternate translations given inone too common, and we still find people exclaim
Strongs Concodance include “messengers,” ing in surprise when someone has the courage
“prophets,” and “teachers,” and this last word seemstand for absolute integrityPerhaps we had better
to open up the meaning most clearly not criticize the old Jacob too harshly!

What, then, is this “ladder?” Laddestaircase, or  Although Jacob had seen the vision of the laddg
ascending pathwaywhichever translation we he was not yet prepared to begin its ascent. He s
choose, all give the same picture of a steep arfthd his great fault unconquered; he still had nc
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learned to feel the pangs he caused others by Iparticular fault, for even those of good characte
deceptions. So we find him fleeing, not so muclstill have their own particular weaknesséde
perhaps from the wrath of Esau, as from his owtessons are learned, often through bittefesirfg
guilty fears, to a far distant country to take refugeand disappointmenthe way is often dark and lone
with his uncle Laban. Like the Prodigal, he fled intdy, for we are far from our heavenly home,
the depths of materiality trying to get away fromenmeshed in material things. But in time, with th¢
himself. Now came his lesson. For seven years hmemory of the vision ever before us, we are inspirgd
served for the one he loved, Rachel, only to findo keep on striving, and eventually reach the goal ¢f
himself tricked in his turn, for Laban reneged on hiself-conquest, which is the true initiation.
bargain and diered Leah instead. Jacob then had to It is very comforting to know that it is not neees
serve a further symbolic seven years before gainingary for us to attain perfection before receiving ini
his hearts desire. He must have been, as later eventigtion. Jacob still carried the mark of his weakness;
showed, endeavoring during this time to overcomée must still strive to overcome, and so must even
his great fault, but that he had only partially sucone who aspires to climb this ladd#ris the wilk
ceeded is shown by the fact that he, in turn, centinngness, the progress through continuddrefthat
ued to trick his uncle until at last his consciencegounts.
which perhaps was becoming aroused, drove him We have called this “The Ladder of Love,” and
away Then he received another sharp lesson, for weeuly this is shown in Jacob'vision.Angels, Great
find his beloved Rachel herself caught in deceit an@nes of some ordgpossibly our Elder Brothers, are
dishonesty seen both ascending and descendivigat does this
However this time Jacob is able to mend mattersnean? Surelywe say those who have attained to
with his uncle, and he continues back towards hithe point where they are able to climb do not negd
home with the determination to make what restituto come down again! No, they do not need to returnp.
tion he can to the deceived and defrauded bratier Then why do they do so? For love, of coul@®se
this he was successful, for we find Esau, who hadtho have attained have done so because of thgi
himself overcome his hatred and resentment, willcompassion and love for their fellow men, as well
ing and anxious to fgive. for all other of Gods creatures. So, putting aside
Now comes Jacob’great test. He wrestles for atheir own desires, back they come for the sole pu
whole night with a man; he has approached thpose of helping the rest of us upward on this laddér
threshold and evidently must wrestle with his owrof initiation, at what cost to themselves we may onl
lower nature, or with that self-created demon, thguessAnd we must do likewise; even as we strug
Dweller on theThreshold. He has so far conqueredgle up the steep road for the first time, we must e
this lower nature that he succeeds in vanquishing higepared to step back many times in order to help
demon, whereupon it now appears as an angel sbme other upward, just as those Greater Ones have
light, and he is set upon the ladder at last. Howevehnelped and are helping us. So, and only so, may We
his victory is not complete for he bears the scar ahdividually and as a race hope to attain to the-go
the battle, the lameness induced by the touch of thi&eness that is our destiny
demon, for the rest of his life. Since he has over Our individual eforts in thus helping forward our
come to a lage extent his lower nature, and sincerace may seem very small and puyst collective
his higher nature, now aroused, has become -donmy they form a force of tremendous powAH are
nant, his name is changethe old sins are wiped striving towards the goal of goodwill and peace
out and with them the name of “supplaritérstead even though all still have the evils of hatred angd
he is given the new name of Israel—"he shall rule asesentment to overcome. Jabision still points
a God.” out the path and, some daye as individuals, and
Is not this story typical of the experiences ofas nations, will all attain to that point where, a$
every aspiring soul&t some point in our develep Jacobs and Esaus, we shall again be united in love
ment we see the vision of the laddéren we begin and fellowship. l
to strive to overcome whatever it is that is our own —Jack L. Burtt
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FROM MAX HEINDEL'S WRITINGS

Does Success Make One Generous?

S A MATTER OF ACTUAL FACT, But he that is not “faithful,” or helpful, when he has
“The earth is the Lord, and the full  little does not become generous when he has amas
ness thereof.¥We may think we “own” much, any more than the leopard changes its spo
a ship, but in one minute a tidal wave and therefore, at the door of death, if not before, Ga
can swallow it, return it to Gosl'store demands#ALL that such a one borrowed, and interes
house, and leave us destitute. too in sorrow and stdéring when the pictures in pur
We may dig a hole in the ground and extract gold ogatory make him feel his hardness of heart.
other minerals, under the delusion that we “own” a Itis literally true that “he that gives to the poor lendd
mine; but suddenly Salamanders light the hidden fire$p the Lord,” that he lays up “treasure in heaven,” fo
an explosion takes place, and our wealth has vanished.the postmortem existence the benevolence whig
God has taken His own. prompted his kind acts and the gratitude of those wh
We may melt the iron ore in the mountains, makingvere helped by him react upon him, and give hin
pillars and girders for a towering structure; we mayadded soul power
mix cement for its walls, and place our names over its It is bad business to be stindput discriminate gen
portals to signify our proud ownership; but an eartherosity brings success heeand heeafter.
guake can undo in minutes the work of months, and Nor should we defer the cultivation of this virtue
when it does, the twisted pillars are taken to the scramtil we have acquired an abundance. Christ eulogiz4
heap to disintegrate, for God has taken His own.  “the widow” because her gift, though small, probably
As a matter of factwe do not and cannot own any involved a great sacrifice and denial of some neces;
material thing “The earth is the Lord, and the full  ty. Therefore it was truly greater than the gifts of thos
ness thereof.¥Whatever we appropriate and accumu who lived in afluence, and did not feel poorer in the
late is at best a loan. God is not always consultedorld’s goods by reason of theifefing. We have no
regarding His willingness to lend eithend the debt quarrel with the man who wants to acquire wealth tha

may be called in at any moment. he may help more, but we reiterate, that while wealth

Thus the man whosenly aim is accumulation is a opens up an avenue of expression of charatteill
fool. Many whose whole heart and soul are set uponot change a mas’'natue. The man who is stingy
the acquisition of wealth realize this subconsciquslywhen poor actually becomes more grasping wher
and they therefore try to further deceive themselvewealthy The man who is generous while in poor- cir
with the idea that the possession of wealth is not theaumstances becomes more munificent when fortun
ultimate aim, but only a means to an eflis imag favors. In every instance it is true that “what is bred i
ined object is always altruistic in a certain measuré¢he bone comes out in the flesh,” and it is just &
because it makes them fegdod and righteous. It is important to cultivate the virtue of generosity as an
pleasant for a boy to dreaof wealth wherewith to other even from the selfish point of views Ella
bring comfort to his aged parents; it flatters his vanityWheelerWilcox says:
to think of himself as their benefactand he enjoys in
anticipation their expressions of praise and gratitude. Give of thy gold, though small thy portion be.

He may withdraw his present support, and justify his Gold rusts and shrivels in the hand that keeps it.
neglect on the plea that he wants to be unhamperedit grows in one that opens wide and free.
while “making his pile."Then he will “make up for it.” Who sows his harvest is the one who reaps ifl
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READERS’ QUESTIONS

Are Children Responsible for Their Actions?
Removing Diseased Organs, Suicide

UESTION: The Rosicrucian Philosophy former lives.The hallmark of these pgations is
teaches that the birth of the desire bodyuffering, the memory of which, as Max Heindel
akes place about the fourteenth yeamakes clear i2 Q&Ap 28, is indelibly etched into
and that, before that time, the child isthe seed atom of the dense hdttiye “book of the
not responsible for his or her actions. IfRecordingAngel,” which is a permanent record the
this is so, how do we explain the behav soul keeps with it from life to life.
ior of some of the child soldiers whose atrocities The essence of this intelligence-generating arjd
during the civil wars in Sierra Leone and in Liberiamorals-forming sudéring is known agonsciencge
(WestAfrica) and in other parts of the world defy which begins to operate relatively soon after th
imagination?These boys and girls, most of whomEgo reembodies, because it is stored both in the
are drug addicts, tortured, maimed and killed thoudense bodyg seed atom and in the Egdife spir
sands of their compatriots, including their ownit, whose promptings inform the soul as intuitior
parents, brothers and sisters. Can we say that th@goming from superconscious memorgesmo,
did not know what they were doing and are therep. 92), bypassing the mediation of the individua|l
fore not responsible for their actions? How abouintellect, which awakens around the twenty-firs
girls as young as 12 years who become pregnantyear and before the birth of the desire body angd
prostitutes?Vhat prompts them to engage in suchthe temptations it poseds Heindel also says in
immoral practices? One might say that it is due tthe above-cited source, “Surely observation-cor
the influence of the adults, but is that enough judirms that a child in its tender years knows when ft
tification? In this part of the world, especially inhas acted counter to parental expectations apd
villages, girls are given away in marriage at a veryraining.”
tender age. Some of them even become mothers aElsewhere Heindel writes that “a little child who
the age of 1 or 12. How do we reconcile all thesehas committed a wrong feels conscience-smittgn
with the teaching of the Fellowship? and sorry” L Q&A, p. 231).That is, even théttle
Answer: While the Rosicrucian philosophy doeschild feels responsible, becausesitesponsible: It
teach that the birth of the individual desire bodyalready knows how to respond to many of &fe’
takes place between the ages of twelve and foucircumstances that could involve hurting anoths
teen, it is naive and contrary to healthy commoiwor ones self.With the essence of “right feeling,”
sense to conclude that a child under fourteen is nkhown as conscience, an Ego “gradually develops
responsible for its actions, meaning that it does n@t spiritual consciousness which is above and
have an innate sense of right and wrong. beyond human reasonMgssage of the Starg.
Remember that Egos seeking rebirth have previl6), and does not require the birth of either the
ously gone through Pgatory many times relating individual desire body or mind to inform and prop
to the negative thoughts and desires they enteerly direct its actions; that is, while it is yet a child
tained and the harmful deeds they committed in It may be countered that positive childhood
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training is, lamentablynot always forthcoming, )
that some children have only bad examples s If @ person has not been through the fires o
before themThey may have been orphaned at a SOfTOW he is apt to be contemptuous, having no
early age and subjected to a variety of negativ _respect or tlme_ for you. If we receive ours_elves
influences. Notwithstanding, a basic sense of tr In our depths in the fires of sorrpwod will
difference between right and wrong is part of it: M@ke us nourishment for other people.

natal inheritance, the fruit of its hard-won prior —Oswald Chambers
lives’ experience.

While young children do bear responsibility forAnswer: When we enter the invisible realms afte
their actions, wamay addtwo qualifications to death and during the postmortem state wyléne
this assertion. One, the parents, mentors, arnglirgatorial and First Heaven experiences, all oyr
community inwhich thechildren perform antiso vehicles are gradually dissolved and we enter the
cial and harmful acts are also responsible for thiSecond Heaven where we commence to create the
behavior because they have the power to elimienvironment of our new existend&hen that task
nate, at least reduce or fif the conditions fos has been completed, we enter fferd Heaven,
tering it, such as resorting to prostitution for liveli where only a veryery few have consciousness a$
hood. Children are easily impressed by their assget. Hence fayetfulness of all that has gone before
ciates, and even more swayed by the actions amdpes the slate clean and we take with us only the
examples of their elders. In the case of coercion, aglintessence of our past experiences as faculties
conscription into an armyhere is little a child can when we reenter the Second Heaven on our way
do. Therefore there is a collective destiny to payoward rebirth and mold the archetype of our eom
for this negative turn taken by the young human. ing physical body with the help of the Recording

Secondly while the child needs to be repri Angels and their agent$o make the point clear
manded and impressed with the wrongness of itst us remember that during the years of childhogd
behavior its youthfulness and dependent statusve go through the most dreadful contortions if
warrant that the punishment called forth by thatearning to write. The letters we form are
behavior be mitigated from the standard to whiclgrotesque in the extreme, but in the course of tim
adults are held accountable, since the child'with persistent ébrt, we acquire the faculty of
actions are more easily and more directly influwriting a legible handAs the years pass by we for
enced by environmental factors and, typicaity get our dificulties in learning to write, but the fac
has less ability and will power to fe€tively ulty remains with us. SimilarJyhe embodied spir
oppose themAlso, the object of punishing the it forgets all that has gone before, but the faculty g
child is to teach it to abstain from wrongdoing, notoing certain things remains with Ttherefore if it
simply to hurt it or get revenge. Children can mordias formed a weak body in a certain place in orje
readily be rehabilitated than adults, being mordife and has stdéred the pain incident to that
educable and malleable—if firm love and enlight weakness and disease, even to the removal of jan
ened methods of correction are used. organ, we may be very sure that though the event

It is clear that children who are involved in thewill be forgotten in a coming existence, the spirif
vicious and degrading practices you mention wilwill remember the fact when it is molding the
have debts to pajor they know betteiThe law of archetype coming to rebirth. It will then endeavoy
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consequence applies to them also. to build a better @an so that it may save itself the
pain which it endured in a previous life, and thug,
REMOVING DISEASED ORGANS instead of perpetuating the diseasedaar it is

Question: When we are flicted in this life and have very safe to say that angam that was diseased in
a sugical operation performed and the diseasgdror one life will be sound in the next. Gradually
is removed, does that heal us permanently or do waankind is thus learning by past mistakes to build
return in a future body with a similar ailment?  a better and a more sound body
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SuICIDE that a man may not kill himself, since in the eom
Question and Answer: If | ask, “Is it right, or at least mandment,” Thou shalt not kill,” theefs no limi
permissible to take ore’own life?” | must also tation added nor any exception made in favor g
ask, “Right according to what or whom?” Rightany one, and least of all in favor of him on whom
implies reference to a code of conduct, a morahe command is laidAnd so some attempt to
standard. Is there a moral standard not devised lextend this command even to beasts and cattle, |as
culture but objective, universal, built into the fab if it forbade us to take life dm any ceature. But if
ric of the cosmos? Christianity says yes. Do peoplgo, why not extend it also to the plants, and all that
today at the breaking crest of the twenty-first €enis rooted in and nourished by the earth? Fof
tury, sufer more than their predecessors? Do thethough this class of eatues have no sensation,
have more of a right to suicide than their forbearsfet they also a said to live, and consequently they
Do our ancestors have anything to say on the matan die; and thesfore, if violence be done them,
ter, without having recourse to the occult fact thatan be killed. So, too, the apostle, when speaking
a suicide suérs greatly after death for the durationof the seeds of such things as these, says, "That
that his physical body would have live@i? action  which thou sowest is not quickened except it die}"
which is based solely on that occult disclosur@nd in the Psalm it is said, "He killed their vines
approaches the subject negatiyély appealing to with hail." Must we thefore reckon it a beaking
fear: Dont do it or you will sufer for it. Isnt there  of this commandment, "Thou shalt not kill," to pul
something to be said about suicide as intrinsicallg flower?Are we thus insanely to countenance th
wrong? Let us ask SAugustine what he thought. foolish eror of the Manichaeans? Putting aside,
Here is text from chapter 20 ®he City of God then, these ravings, if, when we salyou shalt not
kill, we do not understand this of the plants, sinc
It is not without significance, that in no passagehey have no sensation, nor of the irrational-ani
of the holy canonical books tleican be found mals that fly swim, walk, or @ep, since they ar
either divine pecept or permission to take awaydissociated fom us by their want ofeason, and
our own life, whether for the sake of entering orare theefore by the just appointment of the
the enjoyment of immortaljitypr of shunning, or Creator subjected to us to kill or keep alive for ou
ridding ourselves of anything whatevé&lay the own uses; if so, then iemains that we understand
law, rightly interpreted, even mhibits suicide, that commandment simply of man. The command
whete it says, "Thou shalt not kill." This isqgued ment is, "Thou shall not kill man;" thefiore net
especially by the omission of the @®i'thy neigh  ther another nor yourself, for he who kills himsel
bor," which ae inserted when false witness is-for still kills nothing else than man....
bidden: "Thou shalt not bear false witness against
thy neighbat Nor yet should any one on this In Chapter 22 one reads the following:
account suppose he has novken this command
ment if he has borne false withess only against But they who have laid violent hands on them
himself. For the love of our neighbor isgulated selves [suicides] & pehaps to be admed for
by the love of ourselves, as it is written, "Thouheir greatness of soul, though they cannot b
shalt love thy neighbor as thyself." If, then, he whapplauded for the soundness of their judgment.
makes false statements about himself is not leswevey if you look at the matter merclosely
guilty of bearing false witness than if he had madgou will scacely call it geatness of soul which
them to the injury of his neighbor; although in theprompts a man to kill himself rather than bear ug
commandment phibiting false witness only his against some hadships of fortune, or sins in which
neighbor is mentioned, and persons taking nde is not implicated. Is it not ratherquf of a fee
pains to understand it might suppose that a mahle mind, to be unable to bear either the pains ¢
was allowed to be a false witness to his own hurodily servitude or the foolish opinion of the -vul
how much geater eason have we to understandgar? And is not that to be pnounced the gater
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mind, which rather faces than flees the ills of li
and which, in comparison of the light and purity
conscience, holds in small esteem the judgmer
men, and specially of the vulgawhich is fe-

quently involved in a mist of em? And, theefore,

if suicide is to be esteemed a magnanimous

none can take higher rank for magnanimity th
that Cleombotus, who (as the story goes), when
had read Plato's book in which heetits of the
immortality of the soul, tlew himself fom a wall,

and so passed dm this life to that which he
believed to be betteFor he was not har pressed
by calamity nor by any accusation, false or tru
which he could not very well have lived dow
there was, in short, no motive but only magnani
ity urging him to seek death, andelk away fom

the sweet detention of this lifand yet that this
was a magnanimous rather than a justifiak
action, Plato himself, whom he hadad, would
have told him; for he would certainly have be
forward to commit, or at least te&ecommend, sui
cide, had not the same bright intellect which s
that the soul was immortal, discerned also that
seek immortality by suicide was to belpbited

rather than encouraged.

Again, it is said many have killed themselves tQ

prevent an enemy doing so. But we aot inquir

ing whether it has been done, but whether it ou
to have been done. Sound judgment is to be
ferred even to examples, and indeed examples
monize with the voice oéason; but not all exam
ples, but those only which erdistinguished by
their piety and ae proportionately worthy of imi
tation. For suicide we cannot cite the example

patriarchs, pophets, or apostles; though our dor

Jesus Christ, when He admonished them to

from city to city if they werpersecuted, might very ful to the Fellowship and it§eachings. Love, faith,

well have taken that occasion to advise them to
violent hands on themselves, and so escape |

fe, DIVINE DEDICATION

of
1t ofWhen | was about 13 years old, | made a promis

to my elderly Sunday school lead€ne incident hap
pened this way
a tI attended Sunday school regularly at my Ioc:ll
a@ethodist Church during my Primary school years i
h hana. One Sundathe leader and | waited for about
alf an hour but nobody camEhe old man was even
dozing.When | woke him up for us to begin, knowing
nobody would join us, he said to me after a deep
> breath, “l will always come here until God calls me
‘Thomas,"Thomas,’ ‘Thomas,as He called Samuel.”
€, This old Methodist leader was call@domas.

N, With strong conviction, | also solemnly pledged
Mthat | will always come to Sunday school until God
calls me, “Abraham,” “Abraham,” “Abraham.” | did
not at that time know what the real nature of Sarsuel
lecalling was. | thought God lived in the material build
ing (Church).The old man also told me, “Never for
erget God throughout your studies and through all yol

earthly life.”

aw At the age of 27, 1 found the Rosicrucian

tdellowship and Max Heindel’ wonderful Western
Wisdom PhilosophyVith some of my National Service
income, | boughThe Rosicrucian Cosmo-Conception
and decided there and then to become a vegetarian.

The only problem | was pondering about was how my

ly
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aged parents would react to the news. | was the on
one among 8 children to break tradition. My chagrin
g%rned to delight when they said after | had told theny,
Plwe would have joined you had we been youriger
hagg,y encouragingAt that moment this thought came
to me, “What!Are they also students?” By their fruits
we may know them.
The Fellowship has been with me during théi dif
ofult but spiritually rewarding journey thus far on the
path.Truly, “Wisdom is crystallized pain.”
flee Now I'm nearly 45, and still trying. | am very grate

|a§nd selfless service will always lead us on the trLle
h&MAY. God also helps those who persevere under all

persecutors. But seeing He did not do this, nofircumstances. He is no respecter of persons. Please

proposed this mode of departing this life, thougr‘\e

He wee addessing His own friends for whom H
had pomised to pepae everlasting mansions, iti
obvious that such examples ag gmoduced fom

the "nations that fayet God," give no warrant o
imitation to the worshippers of the one true Gad

t us spread th&eachings in our own special way

with humility. The old man passed away a long time

ago, but what transpired on that day will be in my

consciousness forever

¢ “Loving Self-forgetting Service to otheisthe short
est, the safest and the most joyful road to GODLY

—A Probationer
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WESTERN WISDOM BIBLE STUDIES

L}
N 2

The Three Degrees of
Discipleship

HE TWELVE DISCIPLES were
divided into three groupings according L
to their preparation and development 1
in discipleship.These three divisions
may be listed as follows:

M ASTERS DEGREE
TheThree Pillars—James, Petdohn
FELLOWSHIP DEGREE
Andrew Thomas, MatthewPhilip, Nathanael
APPRENTICE DEGREE ﬂj
James (the Just), Judéaddeus, Simon, Judas &

Salome, sister of Mary th&irgin, married O% el sl
. o L S
Zebedee of Capernaum, a man blessed with bos i” iR s VR e el e
. .. llluminated manuscript, Boucicaut Master, early 15th cent., Musée Jacquemart-André, Paris
material and spiritual abundance. Salome ar Saint James Major
Zebedee, together with their two sons, James aSt. James can bepresented as: a bafoot apostle, holding
John, were very dear to the heart of Christ Jestthe Gospel or his swdrof martydom; a knight; ar most
This familv was amond His most devoted follow commonlyas a pilgrim, wearing a long mantle and usually
Yy s 9 a broad-brimmed hat. He often carries a water bottle and
ers. Zebedee gave time and money to the causeleans on a pilgrins staff with a lage distinctive pommel.
the new Christianitywhile Salome watched over His clothing is decorated with one or neoscallop-shells
the physical needs of the Disciples. Legend relat(St: Jamesshells), which have become his main personal
. attribute. The tradition asserts that he evangelized in Spair,
that Salome accompanied Mary and Joseph (ang that after death his body was translated to Composteld.
their hazardous flight into Egypt. She is also
prominent among women disciples throughout theroduced many unChristian reactions—for exan
Gospel narrative. ple, his demand that fire be brought from heaven {o
destroy a village that received the Master inhog
OS[:)itably; also his request for the most prominert
» place in the kingdom.

James learned quickljnowevey to follow the
Path wherein vengeance is superseded by loye,
realizing that no one can receive any permanept
benefit not earned through persondbsrf After
is illumination it was said that “his thoughts
reathed and his words burned.”

The utter fearlessness of James, coupled with |

THE THREE M ASTERS. JAMES, PETER, AND JOHN
James, Peteand John composed the innerm
circle of the Disciples, the so-called “pillars
because sfitiently advanced to receive the deep
est esoteric teaching given by the Christ.
Forcefulness, powegrand strength were key
words of Jamestharacter Before their transfer
mation into spiritual graces, these very attributeg

FromNewAge Bible Interpretatior\Vol VI, published by New
Age Bible Centeffounded by the authoCorinne Heline.
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the Virgin, he too could intone in the same- tri
umphant cry of first-hand knowledge as did anoth
er of Gods anointed somewhat lateiO death,

where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory?

church in Jerusalem. His forcefulness, strength a
power now transmuted into spiritual qualities,
flowered in such beauty of life and deed that whe
Herod, brother of the Herodias who caused t
decapitation of John the Baptist, wished to-suf
: # % . pressthe new Christian hergye towering figure
lllustration for Dante’s Divine Comedy,(1824-27), William Blake, National Galle& of Victoria Of \]ames became the foremosgerf hIS hOStH

St. Peter and St. James with Dante and Beatrice ities. Just fourteen years after the Crucifixion

St. James appear®fn out of the sphercontaining Christ first ~ James followed his Lord to liberation upon the
vicars and joins PeteHe questions Dante on Hope, jast cross of martyrdom
g .

Peter had questioned him on Faith, and as John could on Love. ) ..
According to the writings of Clement of

Angels, enfolded in the radiance and blessing of

Following Pentecost James became head of the

d

e

wholehearted dedication to the Maseicause Alexandria, as quoted by Eusebius, James had |so

early in his discipleship, won for him the deep andompletely transmuted vindictiveness into eom
abiding love of Marythe mother of Jesus. Becausegpassion that the man who betrayed him to Herg
of his fervent zeal, James was the first Disciple tavas inspired by Jamesbble attitude to become a
journey into foreign lands bearing the gloriousfollower and to be received into the fellowship of
message of the Christ, and the first to follow highe little Christian church. Jamdsst earthly act
Lord to martyrdom. Disdaining all physical dan was to bestow a blessing upon this man; and h

ger, he set forth for Spain, the first of the foreignfinal words, addressed to Herod, were, “Peace |
lands to receive the Christ Message. unto thee.”
One of the supreme gifts of discipleship is actu JOHN

ally knowing there is no time or distance to spirit. John was the idealist among the Disciples. He

James was privileged to counsel with the belovedas the most highly developed of theelve, and
Mary and to receive her guidance and directionso his Gospel is the most deeply esoteric of all th
Many times he had her protection on occasions dfave survived. Chapters 14-17 contain the on
stress and crisis. written teaching we have concerning the nex
Upon his return from labors in Spain, blessedigher religion to succeed Christianity—known tg
and holy was the glad reunion in Ephesus of Jamesotericists as the “Religion of the Father"—whic}
with his brother John and the divine Ladyey will draw its disciples into the realm of Divine
were aware that the days of their comradeship i8pirit. Mary, the mother of Jesus, and John, Hi
the outer world were drawing to an end, and thdtest beloved Disciple, were the only two fsuf
the return of James to Jerusalem meant preparatiorently advanced to contact these high trugs.
for his martyrdom. hint of this fact appears in the scene at the foot
Mary was transported in spirit to the scene ofhe cross when Jesus bids Mary to look upon Jol
this martyrdomWith hosts of ministeringingels, as her son (in His place) and tells John to loog
she attended and supported James in the hour ugon Mary as his mothehus clearly naming John
his transition. Death can hold no terror for theas His successor on earth.
Initiate consciousness, for such a one has learnedPeter was designated as Amostle or emissary
to partake knowingly of the waters of Eternal Life.to the barbaridVest, where his rugged characte
Joyously did this noble spirit put aside his garmerdnd simple, straightforward intelligence made hin
of flesh. Surrounded by the transcendent glory adn ideal leader and teachdobhn, cultivated and
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scholarly speaking the language of the Hellenic The legend goes on to say that in superstitioy
philosophers, was sent to establish his school awe the Emperor changed Jahdeath sentence to
Ephesus, with its background of ancient civiliza banishment at Patmos, the island where occurr

tion. It is said that Mary sojourned with him therehis great initiation as described in Revelation.

for a time. John is the Grargostle of Gnosis. In  Upon the death of Domitian, his succes3oajan,
the NewAge he will take the place iWorld permitted the revered exile to return to Ephesu
Christianity which Peter has occupied during th&he story relates that in JoBrfast meeting with
PiscearAge in the Christianityf Europe. his followers, the youngest men bore the venerab
From a “Son offhunder” John was transformed Apostle on their shoulders to the gathering plag
into the worlds most perfect that all might do him rever
example of love incarnate. Hi ence once more. Upon his
humanity was pwed and arrival he extended his hands
cleansed in love'all-consum in benediction over the
ing fire. His most notable assembled company and gave
work outside of his writings them this parting injunction,
was founding the church & “Little children, love one
Ephesus—which was afte] another’
wardled by John the Presbyté When John knew that the
and which produced Polyca time for his translation had
and Ignatius, two of the mog come, he appointed Polycarp
illustrious early Christians. to succeed him as head of his
There is an apocryphal leg church.Then he stood gazing
end which relates that duringe heavenward and glorifying
the reign of Domitian, Johig God.As the disciples depart
was arrested and broug ed, “they saw him sealing
before the Emperor who himself togethet
ordered him to drink a deadl This is an initiatory phrase
poison. Domitian wanted t( used to describe the process
learn whether or not thi whereby a seer lifts the vibra
Master about whom Joh tory rhythms of both con
taught would protect his sciousness and body so he ig
Disciple.As John took the cuy immune to hungercold, dis
he said, “In Thy name, O ease or any other negative
Christ, | drink this potionThe aspect of physical beinghis
poisonThou wilt mingle with technique of spiritualization

Qil on canvas, Alonso Cano (1601-1667), Louvre

the Holy Ghost and it will st. John the Evangelist with the Poisoned Cupmay be continued until phys

become a cup of everlasting ical substance is disintegrated
life.” He then drank but remained calm andor becomes invisibleThis “sealing himself alto
unharmed.When a prisoner was brought in andgether” belongs only to the Greater Mysteries.
given the same potion, he died in convulsions When the disciples returned on the morrow
almost instantlyBecause of this legend sacred arlohn was no longer ther&hey found only his
has depicted John blessing a tiny winged dragocioak and sandals. But where he had last stood
that rears its head from a chalice. Esoterically fountain of water was welling up, and they recalle
reminds us that Johsv'Gospel is correlated with the words of the Master to Peter: “If | will that he

the zodiacal sign of Scorpio and isystery of
regeneration, whereby the poison of deththe
blood is transmuted into the elixir of life.

tarry till | come, what is that to thee?” ( John 21: 22
This is, perhaps, the mast beautiful description ¢
all translations from earth into pure Spirithe
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Disciple had learned to overcome death. In unb
ken consciousness he passed from earth i
heaven.
John, the best beloved of the Lord Christ, t
most spiritual of His Disciples, made this glor
ous demonstration as the supreme ideal to
realized eventually by the entire human race. Z
was the first after Christ to manifest the everla®,
ing life of thoseWaters the Master had given hir.
to drink. This original Fountain he left with his
own disciples at Ephesus.
PETER
Peter is said to have been tall and robust, w
piercing grey eyes. His heavy dark hair encircl
his broad forehead in a triple row of curls like g
tiara. He was one of the most important and; pf® |
haps, the most colorful of that immor@tlelve.
The nameSimonmeans “favorable hearing.’
The new name bestowed upon him by Christ w
commensurate with his evolving spirituality—
for Cephasor Petermeans “rock.”
Eager impulsive, inconstant, fearful are ke
words descriptive of the human Simon. Bravy
fearless, loyal, purposeful unto death.—these treCaste.Denmarkc o< Third Denial of Christ
keynote the character of the spirituBEter «p the penial is to be found the first et incentive to scalspiri-
Between these two extremes lay a path shadoytual heights. The darker the shaddhe brighter theight.”
by pain, humiliation, and failure such as few havc
ever experienced. But it was the Path of Initiation, He came forth worthy of the promise: “thou art
whereon the human failings of the man were tran?eter and upon this rock I will build my church.”
formed into the spiritual attributes of the superman. So wondrous were the powers of the new Pet
The restless, changing tides of the sea by whidiat the sick were healed when his shadow feg
Peter spent his life seemed to beat in his bloodipon them and wherever he abided his presen
Simon, the early Disciple, was truly a “man of theproduced manifold blessing¥et his humility
water” Heavy were the storms and fierce the tidesncreased with his greatne3$he Master reproved
needed to ékct the metamorphosis from “wave his arrogance in the Rite of the Footwashing by
man” to “rock man.” through the deep sorrow of the Denial he learne
In the Denial is to be found the first great incenwell the lesson of humilityln his First General
tive to scale spiritual height§he darker the shad Epistle he admonishes his disciples to be clothe
ow, the brighter the lightAs already mentioned, with humility. This humbleness of spirit predomi
Peter never afterward heard a cock crow withoutated to the end of his life. He even requested th
tears starting to flow and again begginggfee- he be nailed to his cross of martyrdom head dow
nessThroughout the rest of his life he eagerly wel ward because he was unworthy to die in the san
comed every form of persecution as penance fananner as his Lord.
betrayal of his Lord.After the Denial, Peter Peter entered upon the great adventure of h
returned to Gethsemane, the scene of the Mastetranslation in the circus of Caligula in Rome
recent trial, and the Garden again became a Plaatere so many Christians bravely sacrificed the
of Agony. It was here that the true Peter was borrlives for their faith. (Continued) H
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ASTROLOGY

The Shuttle of Destiny

TAKE IT FOR GRANTED that all who If we send forth or constantly encourage gloomy
are interested in astrology believe in -desor worrying thoughts, then are we gradually ferm
tiny; and yet into the meaning—or even intoing a despondent nature, and thereby put ourseles
the modus operandi—of thatestiny few under a future #fction of Saturn; that is to say
care to inquire. our future birth will take place under a discordan
The chief aim and object of many persons seemabration of that planet.
to be how to escape from fate, to override the law Should we give birth to impure and sensudl
and, so to speak, dodge their destiflyey have thoughts, thoughts that hinder rather than help
failed to grasp the full import ostro-Logia, the humanity then will the sway of martial fitction
wisdom of the starsThese persons are seeking tdbe ours, corresponding to the character we haye
alter the dects of planetary law while the causesmade for ourselves by thought; and in a futur
that produced the stellar ruling are not consideredhirth, we shall probably find ourselves heavily
and yet, moment by moment, hour by hoaue are handicapped by the coarser vibrations of Mars,
now weaving the web of future destjrye making which will produce a coarse environment o
our future conditions, our fate, and our environuncongenial surroundings, with a predisposition t
ment joy or woe.Truly the force by means of accident and stdring, so that through pain we
which we fashion our future is an unseen forcemnay be purified.
working like most of nature’ forces, silently yet A realization of the Divin&isdom embodied in
constantly steadily yet irresistibly the stellar influences would show us how “we-suf
Every human being is a creator and a generatéer from ourselves,” how we make our own fate by
of countless myriads of entities called thoughtspur actions, but before action comes thought.
and these thought forces take form and pass olihought causes action, so that if we change olr
from him into the world, either as angels orthoughts we change our actioWhen the reh
demons, as blessings or curses. For this power gious and ethical side of astrology is studied and
thought is the mightiest power that man can wieldapplied, and each individual seeks to understand
either for good or ill, both as regards himself andhis own horoscope and his own nature, then, and
those other selves around him. then only will he begin to become, in a very real
Every time we send forth a thought of angerway, master of his destiny
hatred, jealousy or selfish desire, every time we For we live in a realm of LawGod’s law"—
think how we can outwit some neighbavery called in one of its manifestatiomastrology—and
time we plan revenge—in fact, whenever we giveertainly astrologers are prepared at once to admit
birth to any selfish or malicious thought, we arghe existence of an unseen but unerring. law
weaving, by the shuttle of the mind, our own welSometimes, indeed, in the earlier days of our-stugd
of destiny; for thought makes charact@nd char ies, a certain sense of helplessness is apt te over
acter is destiny come us, a feeling that we are in the grip of a
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mighty power that carries us whither it choosess why a greaffeacherwho Himself kept the law
But as we learn more of planetary law and its-corand thereforénew it, said, “Ye cannot overcome
ditions, we come to know that the very reverse oévil with evil, but evil with good.” If we meet
this is the case; for this mighty powevhen we anger by anger we intensify the martial ray; if envy
understand it and work with it, will carry us whereby envy then the green ray becomes still mors
we will. powerful, and so on.

We can use any one of Natwdbrces in pro Just as we have thought in the past, so will odr
portion as we understand it; and as we realize theharacter be in the present, for “thoughts arne
power of thought, that we become (in time) whathings,” and a mag’ thought-sphere creates anc

\1*4

we think, and that our birth hour is choser § moulds his future; and just
in accordance with what we hav~ ~§n as we control our
become, and reveals just wh=* /\/ 'f;_ ’ £y  thoughts, so far do
we are, just what we ha - ; - we control our
made ourselves—then we f ya ui}ﬂ destiny Whether
we must each begin to me i & our thought-sphere

be lofty or base, rational
or passional, divine or bestial,
it is ourcreation, we are respen
sible for it.And it is mainly by the
mental images formed by the mind
affecting ourselves and others, that
individual fate or destiny (so-called)
depends.
All that we take with us when we pass ou
of the body is our character and consciousnegs,
the sum total of our thoughts; and this returns, to
be worked out as destinywhen we once more
become clothed in a garment of flesh for new
physical experiences.
So, if we would alter the conditions by which we

(by thought) our future live
nobler better and purer so ﬁ)/
bringing ourselves under t _
beneficent angles, okngels, ot

joy, instead of the obstructi | \
“squares” of dtiction and sorrow | ¢
for the law is just, and gives eve
man according to his work.

Think of the symbol c i
Mercury—thought—the wingec ﬂ
messenger of the god§). Here
we have the circle of spirit miv |f
way between the cross of ma. "\
and the crescent of soul, or the-.
ment of form, showing that this ple. &)

¢

et and the faculties it represents %N find ourselves handicapped to-gdaye must fill
equally at home in the three kingdor. @I our “shuttle,” the mind, with diérent thoughts,
heaven (O) earth (+) and the astia and thus create a fresh set of causes to be worked

world (D). Through his influence we can mount tointo a new pattern of a dérent kind.
the Divine or sink downward towards the animal. Many around us are now (for it Mule-tide)
Now it is lagely by our thought that wefatt oth  echoing the old, old wish, “Aappy NewYeat”
ers. If by sending against them forces of destrud_et us for a moment consider how we can make
tion, like curses, or chickens that come home tthis NewYear happier than the last, both for-our
roost, the evil thought or action comes back to bselves and others. Let us inquire how are we—yqu
atoned foy at-one-ment or equilibrium being and I, dear reader—thinking to-day? Do we know
attained in a future life. our own thoughts from those of our neighbds®
For all ill done disturbs the “ Law of perfect har we seeking to become self-conscious co-workefs
mony,” and we who thus go against the good lawvith evolution? Have we indeed realized that we
must sufer. But always remembgwe cause our are spirits, and that body and mind are, after all,
own sufering. If we would spread happiness andnly our vehicles, our servants? Most of us kno
goodness around us and so reap as we have sowrgt we are not our bodies, but do we realize i
then we must think goodness and happinésat the same way that we are not our minds, that the
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intellect is merely the shuttle which the soul uses Painful Experiences become Conscience.

as its instrument on this physical plane, a mere tool

for gathering knowledge and experience? The true wisdom of the stars lies Belf-
Just as the ideas in the Universal Mind becomknowledge and “self-knowledge is of loving deeds

the manifested universe when breathed forth, so dbe child.”

thought forms or mental images when outbreathed Knowledge of the true Self (the “higher self,”

become the manifested universe of the man whehich is common to all humanity) is gained by

gives birth to them. practicing the “ Law of Harmony/For love is the
How are we using our creative power? agulfilment of the law and as we learn to think
helpers, or as hinderers in Gsdiniverse? more wisely and people our current in space with

But what has astrology to do with ethics? somgerfect thoughts of purityruth, and love, thoughts
may ask. One might rephAstrology is ethics sei  of good will and service to all mankind, we shal

entifically applied. indeed rule our destiny and master all stellar forces.
It has been said by an occultist, in a small man For the Law of Good is the same yesterday
ual dealing with Destinythat: today and for everand when we can attune our
thoughts and finally our consciousnesskeep,
The aspirations and desires of one life and not to keep breaking, this Lawe shall have
become capacities in the next. become perfect, with perfect horoscopes—wg
Repeated thoughts become Tendencies. shall be true astrologers, and co-workers with
WilIs to perform become Action. Divinity. O
Experiences become Wisdom. —Bessie Leo

Astro-Diagnosis— -
A Guide to Healing

A GUIDE TO HEALING

by Max Heindel and Augusta Foss Heindel

A treatise on medical astrology and the diagnosis
of disease from the natal horoscope.

Astro-diagnosis is the science and art of obtaining scientific
knowledge regarding disease and its causes and the means of
overcoming it as shown by the planets.

® A recognized classic in its field, this volume is essential to students of the stellar science
who are engaged in healing or nursing, whether they are attached to the orthodox med-
ical school or to the nature-cure school.

e Based on thirty years of intensive research, study, and practical experience by the
authors. Special section: How the Rosicrucians Heal the Sick.

e Complete delineations of 94 example horoscopes from the authors’ files.

Ninth Edition. 446 pages. Indexed. Pag@rder on page 64. Published Diye Rosicrucian Fellowship.
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ASTROLOGY

Zodiacal Signatures
In N
the Ten Commandments ke

HE TWO TABLETS on which the

Ten Commandments were inscribed
are, in terms of principles, Fire and
Water Those belonging to the Fire B4
table have to do with masobligation

to his fellow man. C ontgyming the Old Teltament,

AND THE NEW.:

FI RST COM MANDMENT N.‘l{l‘fTru_ty']run—.'lmn'sf-rﬁ{{)r.'ilmfll

Thou shall have no other gods be&fane. I\ Il e i T
The first Commandment is attuned to the firstiillk: ) B i

4

o
= ppemdieirrad C 1.

sign,Aries. This is the zodiacal power under which
the Fire principle of the Elohim made its initial j§
manifestation. Primal substance was then in a
undifferentiated state. Divine life was equally pre ’J’\
sent in all spirit-matter throughout universal spacef@ g 3

The purpose of evolution is to bring individual 1
self-consciousness, and from that state, univers:
self-consciousness.

|

SECOND COM MANDMENT Engra-\/-ir;g,, Frontispiece, King James Bible published in -L-ondon, 161
Thou shalt not make unto thee any graverSince incarnate Love (Grace antlith) came as the fulfil
image, or any likeness of anything that is in heavment of the Mosaic LawChrist is pefigured in the Old
. . Testament and its commandments. &fme He says,
en above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that it“search the scriptues; for in them ye think ye have eternal
in the water under the earth; life: and they ae they which testify of me.”—John 5:39 The
Thou shaft not bow down thyself to them; for |four gospel scribes arshown with their signatericons,
. ) Moses (left) and\aron (right), and the finity, represented
_th_e L,Od thy God am a Jealous qu’ visiting the by the €tragrammaton, the Dove, and the Lamb of God.
iniquity of the fathers upon the chitr unto the
third and fourth generation of them that hate me; God is Light; He is Fire—an all-consuming Fire.
And showing mey unto thousands of them thatHe is a “jealous God,” and forbids setting up an
love me, and keep my commandments images in other elements. It must not be done |n
In moving toward the goal of realizing God asheaven (Air; mind), or on Earth (physical posses
the one and only ensouling life in all the universesions, personalities, material things), orVifater
the second commandment requires that nolgart (excessive emotional adorations or idealisms).
worshiped as the whole. No graven image, no In its highest spiritual significance, the second
humanly conceived object, can circumscribe DeityCommandment has to do with the original primall
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pattern in the likeness of which all things are-cre FOURTH COMMANDMENT
ated.Taurus, the second sign, is feminine. It is the Remember the Sabbath d&ykeep it holy
home of the image-building faculty in man. The Sabbath is the seventh dine number rep
It was this faculty linked to the heart or love resenting the completion of a cycle. Itis, therefore,
principle, that fell in man. Consequentige abilt  the day on which God “rested.” Creative activity
ty to image forth a perfect pattern has been lostvas stilled in its outer manifestatiorihe purpose
Meanwhile, awaiting the time when the lost powenf evolution is to enable man, a god-in-the-mak
shall be regained, the command goes forth to malieg, to express progressively his latent divine pow
no “graven images,” since all such are imperfecers in the production of the “new heaven and new
representations of the Perfect One. earth,” a spiritualized mind and a regenerate body
To bow down before imperfect images eon That this sublime work may be consummated, it is
ceived by man brings discord and inharmony; tmecessary for humanity to so live that even
live in accord with the perfect pattern is to receivanoment in this vast sevenfold cycle of time is
His mercy and dwell in harmony with cosmic Law devoted to high and holy purpose.
The wordsabbathis composed of the Hebrew
THIRD COMMANDMENT lettersShin(Sun),Beth( house ) andau ( Ego or
Thou shalt not take the name of thed_thry God  spirit). With the dawning of the Sabbath Dake
in vain; for the Lod will not hold him guiltless that end of the present cycle, the light of spirit will Hlu
taketh his name in vain mine the body (house) of man with the radiance ¢f
This Commandment applies to the power othe SunThe god within shall then have come intg
speech, for speech is creative and sacred. Butdbmplete manifestation and “the earth shall be fu}
covers much more. Speech is one expression of tbéthe knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover
creative force in man; physical generation ighe sea.”
another To use that force for any idle or illegiti ~ Cancer is the sign of the home (body) in which
mate purpose is to take the name of the Lord Gadivells the EgoThis is the sign of the Cherubim,
in vain. wardens of the sacred life forcEhe way of hoh
That name is AM. It is the creating and buitd ness, as outlined in the fourth of the cosWards,
ing God-power withinTo misuse that force is to is to be found through the conservation of that cre
break this Commandment, and for that wrong Godtive fire. “Ye shall keep the Sabbath therefore; for
does not hold man guiltlesghis is the unfagiv- it is holy unto you: every one that defileth it shal
able sin that must be expiated by a weakened mirsdirely be put to death.”
and body until the law of life is scrupulously
respected. FIFTH COMMANDMENT
The name IAM bore the same significance for Honor thy father and thy mother; that thy dayg
an Initiate of the Old Dispensation that the namenay be long upon the land which the d.¢éiny God
Christ Jesusdoes for an Initiate of the New giveth thee.
Whatsoever we ask in that name shall come to This Commandment is keyed to the love sign
pass, according to the Mastepromise. “In His Leo. Honor to parents, the earthly reflectors of ou
name” the initiated followers of the Christ healedrFatherMother God, is based on lovAncestor
the sick and brought new life to the dead—thoseorship among earlier races—and its survivg
dead to the realization of their true spiritual natureamong their lineal descendants, the Mongolians+{
Gemini, the third sign, correlates to thisis based on a realization of this correspondenge
Commandment. It governs speech. It is dual. Oand the sacredness of the relationship betwe
its higher side it recognizes the sanctity of the Creator and the thing created.
AM; on its lower side it takes that sacred name Cosmically father refers to the masculine Fire
(force) in vain (misuse). principle; mother the feminin&Vater principle.
The one is spirit projected by will; the other is

-
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matter receptive in lovelhe first is Leo, the sec ever upward to develop its potential powers and

ond CanceiThe fifth Word unites the two tables of consciously reunite itself with its sourcé/hen

the law by the unifying, cohesive power of love. man awakens to this truth, there will be no mor
When the Sun passes through Cancer and Leohibmicides, no capital punishment, no war wan

reaches its northernmost declinatibhe exact time ton destruction of life in any formhe voice of

IS midsummer season of the Summer SolsticeVirgo commands, “Thou shalt not kill.”

Fire andWater meet at that point, alchemically

speaking.The powers operating on Earth and its SEVENTH COMMANDMENT

life waves are most potent at that time. Cosmigally Thou shaft not commit adultery

to honor father and mother is to establish equilib As the sixth Commandment relates, astrelog

rium in nature between these two forces; mysticakally, to the forces of the three sighstgo, Libra,

ly, it is the blending of the principles within the and Scorpio, the seventh relates to the ninth sign

body of man. Its perfect accomplishment meanthe zodiacal circle of twelve.

Initiation. Such a one will be “long upon the land Sagittarius is not associated with adultery in th

which the Law” establishes for him. sense that the term is ordinarily used. Its signif
cance in this commandment is more extensiv

SIXTH COMMANDMENT embracing not only adultery of the carnal natur

Thou shalt not kill but also of the mind. Mind is the Path. If mind

Virgo, theVirgin, is the sign of chaste and harm leads in forbidden directions, the purposes of-spif

less life. She brings the death-dealing beast undemworking through it are frustrated.
control.AncientWise Men declared that those who Sagittarius rules the higher mintb misuse its
had come into possession of the inner powers dbrces—which are of the same nature as those us
Virgo could handle venomous serpents withoufor physical generation—is to commit adultery orf
injury. This was the significance of the pictorial mental levels with consequences similar to thog
symbol for the sign used in early Mystery Schoolstesulting from its commission on the physica
representing th&/irgin as closing the mouth of a level, only raised to a higher powetYe have
lion. heard that it was said by them of old time,
Scorpio was once counted as the sixth sign. tteclared Christ Jesus in the sermon on the Mouli
governs generation, from which humanity eithef‘Thou shalt not commit adultery’: But | say unto
falls into degeneration or arises through regenergou, That whosoever looketh on a woman to lus
tion. Before the Fall, Scorpio embraced all that isfter her hath committed adultery with her alread
now governed byirgo. The two signs were one. in his heart.”The seventh Commandment will be
After the Fall came separation—Scorpio governobeyed in all its implications when we have-ful
ing what henceforth became known as the carnéilled Pauls Sagittarian injunction: “Be ye trans
nature;Virgo, the spiritualAbout 600 B.C. the formed by the renewing of your mind.”
Greeks placed a sign between the tWbis was
Libra, the scales, wherein man is weighed in the EIGHTH COMMANDMENT
balance to determine whether he goes the way of Thou shalt not steal.

the flesh (Scorpio) or the way of spiritVfrgo). When consciousness transcends separative, per

Libra was called th@rial Gate by the ancients for sonal functioning and enters into the universal an
the same reason. impersonal, there can be no more commission

A realization ofVirgo’s ideal brings a compas theft. The higher knowing which forbids this
sion that forbids needless injury to the least ofomes under the rays of Capricorn. Under that sig
God's creaturedAll forms of life are recognized as the Master Jesus incarnated; in that sign the Chr
various manifestations of the One Life and, therewithin awakensWhen this higher consciousness ig

fore, sacredThrough many forms in all the king developed, all things are viewed as existing for the

doms of nature life in manifestation is strugglingbenefit of the whole. Seeking nothing for himsel
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alone, a person shares in the universal wealth. t
holds nothing as his only and, therefore, possess
all. Having all, there is nothing to steal.

In the Christ concept, thought is centered onR giv
ing, not gettingThere is a realization that all men
stand or fall together; that the gain of one is th
gain of all, and the loss of one is the loss ofTdie
soul that functions on this level of spiritual realiza
tion shares in the strength and the weakness, t
victories and the defeats of all. Knowing himself tc
be a part of the whole, he labors for the redemptic
of all. Together with the Christ, in whose spirit he
works, he takes upon himself the burden of th
world and is committed to the cause of humasity’
liberation therefrom.

NINTH COMMANDMENT

Thou shall not bear false witness against th
neighbor

Aquarius is the sign of brotherhood and friend
ship.There can be no false witness borne by thos
living true to its idealsT he spirit of fellowship, the
sign of the Son of Man in manifestation, forbids it.
Moreover this highly keyed sign, of which Uranus
is the ruler governs the finer forces in nature anc
the psychic faculties in mamhus, it reveals truth
and exposes errorendering false witness of no
avail. As Aquarius gains in strength in the eon
sciousness of man, thoughts will be seen as wor:
are now heard, and a thing will be recognized fc
what it really is.

TENTH COMMANDMENT

Thou shalt not covet.

Disobedience of the tentWord results in break
ing of every Commandment that is written on the
secondlable of the LawThere is a sense in which
it includes the preceding six laws.

Rosicrucian Song of the Light

O threefold radiance of the sun,

O robe of life divine,

Through whom, o’er all the universe,
Our triune God doth shine;

O stars and planets and soft moon,
Who traverse heavenly ways,

And with a wide diversity

Reflect the solar rays;

From all the kingdoms of the earth,
From man and beast and bird,

From tree and plant, from soil and stone
Acclaiming praise be heard.

Jehovah'’s rays of red create

All forms that serve and die;

The whirling atoms take new shape,
Drawn by His energy.

Christ’s golden rays in matter forge
New vistas for the light;

Evolving roses come to birth,
Unfolded through His might.

The Father’s rays of blue, in form
The seed of life bestow,

That, through in-dwelling, spirit may
In conscious wisdom grow.

Accept our worship, God of light,
From spirit, body, soul;

May all Thy children rise and be
One praising, shining whole.

—Margaret Grant

Covetousness is often the reason for dishonoring The last Commandment comes under the last
parents. Indulgence in this sin many times resultsign, Pisces. So too, does the human race. J,upiler
in the taking of life and is often the reason for eomruler of Pisces, inspires generosity; Neptune, exalt
mitting adultery The subtle and insidious sin of ed in Pisces, impresses the race consciousness vith
covetousness frequently motivates theft and thime spiritual unity of all Egos in the body of God.
bearing of false witness. Every phase of humadupiters influence touches the masses; Neptjne]
relationship is thrown into inharmonious reactiorthe sensitive fewogether they create the type of con
by the breaking of this Commandment, the moséciousness wherein covetousness cannot dwell.
far-reaching in dect of theTenWords. —Corinne Heline
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ASTROLOGY

The Prenaal Epoch—AReply to E.J.

T WASWITH GREAT PLEASURE that |  which strikes me as arbitrargnd even illogicalTo
read E.JS article in the January-February my mind an alternative scheme, which | encountere
2002 issue oRays. As one who has worked in an article, albeit not on the epoch, by H.S. Gresg
with the epoch for many years, | am in a(a collaborator ofAlan Leo’s on the lattés maga
possibly unique position to appreciate itszine Modern Astrology), not only makes much more
importance. It certainly deserves to be better knowrsense but gives better results in practice. (I am al

and the article is a significant step in the rightdubious about the sex allocation of some of the crif

direction. Some very good points were made, and altal degrees, but the jury is still out on that one.)
in all the article was interesting and well written. The basis of Grees’'scheme is that tihescendant

| must, nevertheless, take issue with E.J. on ceand M.C. are the focal points of male influence an
tain points. First, to say that (for example) when théheir opposites those of female influentkus hous

Sun is inAries at birth it will be in Cancer at es 10-12 are wholly male and houses 4-6 wholly

epoch—and similarly with the other sign permutafemale.The dominant influence in houses 1 and 9 i
tions—is true only in a general sense. Exceptions amale and in houses 3 and 7 female; houses 2 an
by no means uncommon, especially if in either caseccupy an intermediate position.
the Sun is near a cusp, as E.J. must surely Koot This raises an interesting possibility: if the Moon

from the works cited and from practical experienceat epoch is in a wholly (or perhaps even predom|

However | do not criticize E.J. for not mentioning nantly) male area but the native is nevertheles
this. | fully understand the reasons for the omissiorfemale, or vice versa, we may have here an -astn
| just wish a qualifying phrase such as “in general’|ogical explanation of homosexual tendencies
“generally speaking”, or “typically” had been inter whether latent or manifested. | have no evidence f

polated. this as | have not done any research on it, but it djd

The second and third points are more serious as, atcur to me as a plausible thedfithere is anything
my opinion, based on both theory and practice, then this idea, it may tie in with E.3.reference to peo
concern actual errors. For a start, the rule is statgie exhibiting traits associated with the opposite se
incorrectly: the operative word, is “place”, notthough that is not quite the same thing, as the me
“degree” (i.e., it is the places that interchange, nagxistence of such traits need not of itself imply
the degrees)lhat is not an arbitrary or meaninglesshomosexuality
distinction, for “place” implies the need to take the Two final observationsTaking the Moors lati
Moon’s latitude into account in the calculation.tude into account gets round the objection that th
Although this will not make much dérence in the epoch does not always work in polar region
majority of cases, there are occasions when the vabecause some zodiacal degrees never rise or se
ation is quite startling—notably in (relatively) high those latitudesAlso, the epoch cannot be calculatec
latitudes and when signs of short ascension are rig there has been medical intervention (for whateve
ing. In this connection | must refer E.J. to a passageason) since that interferes with the natural lung
guoted inAlan Leo’s Casting the Horoscope (Ch. 8).  cycle, so that the birth takes place at the “wrong

My third objection is to the scheme of male andime. O
female quadrants set out by Bailey and Sepharial, —Alexander Markin
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RELIGION AND ETHICS

Our Food From God

Factory Farms and the Culture of Death

Now what is it moves our very hearts and sickenswhich today exists in forms and on a scale unimag
us so much at cruelty to poor brutes?... Eiisrsome inable in Newmars time. As a result many
thingso very deadful, so satanic in tormenting those Christians, committed to inddrence, remain
who have never harmed us, and who cannot defendgnorant of the sdiéring that is inflicted by the cur
themselves, who auutterly in our powewho have  rent system of agriculture and animal husbandry
neither weapons of offense nor defense, that none This is a morally dangerous situation becauge
but very hadened persons can enéuthe thought  the current agricultural system is one in which w
of it....Think then, my bthren, of your feelings at all play a vital roleThe industry responsible for
cruelty practiced on brute animals, and you will inflicting the sufering exists only because of con
gain one sort of feeling which the history of Chsist’ sumer support for itThe industry acts on our
Cross and Passion ought to excite within you. behalf; Christians will find no neutral ground. Ong

must decide to support the system or to resist it.
ARDINAL NEWMAN, here in a The natural abhorrence of animalfsuihg, as a
Good Friday sermon, draws on asentiment, is not sfi€ient, of course, to settle the
common and natural moral sense as aatter But then the notion that ind&rence must
eans of contemplating the mysterybe maintained in support of industrial progress i
of our Saviors Passion.Yet today no less a sentiment, and one which does not even
many Christians—even those who think of themhave the advantage of being a natural Wecan
selves as serious or “orthodox” Christians—takeot rely on either of these sentiments alone to
the stance, more or less without thought, that thenswer our question: Is there a justification for the
particular natural sensibility which “sickens us sccurrent system based on Christian morality?
much at cruelty to poor brutes” is one which ought
to be mortified.The idea, or at least the implica FACTORY FARMS

tion, is that this sense is somehow illusory or false, The ignorance of what happens on modern fa
that it is merely sentimental and therefore to be pubry farms is widespread:he majority of the bil
aside. We assume that this natural sensitivitylions of animals raised and slaughtered in the
towards animal s@éring must give way to an United States are raised according to the new
industrial progress that benefits mankind. methods of “agribusiness,” methods develope
In practice, this attitude, whether it be justifiedand applied only during the last 50 or 60 ye#ine
or not, is the device by which Christians avoid thgjoal has been to increase productivity and profits
unpleasant thought of animal &ring—sufering by minimizing the need for the two things which
While the writer is traditional in assuming a carnivas diet, had defined agriculture and animal husbandry fc
he is advanced in applying Christian principles to the-ani millennia: land and labor

mal kingdom. In so doing hequides the general public a ; ‘o ; i :
signal service. Reprinted with permissioanfrTouchstone, To this end, the raising of livestock—primarily

\ol. 15, Number 2, Mah 2, 2002www.touchstonemag.com Pigs, chickens, and veal calves—was shifted from
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outdoor fields and pens to the darkened, mechaous equality of other creatur&®e see even in the

nized interior of massive hangars. In theseatructure of the days of creation that the world-cor
hangars, overcrowding and forced inactivity aresists of diferent kinds or orders of creatures: a
the rule. Meat chickens are packed into thesmanimate ordera vegetable order which grows
hangars to the standard of one 3.5 pound bird pand yields seed and fruit, an animal order whic
square foot. Pigs are kept in small, stacked cagesoves and has “the breath of life” (Gen. 1:30), an
designed to severely restrict movement. Completinally the human ordemarked by its particular

immobility is imposed on sows for long periods;resemblance to God.

for veal calves and egg-laying hens the forced We see that man is given a universal dominion,
immobility is for life. There is nothing in these but that this dominion applies thfently to the di
hangars of the traditional associations of the barrfierent kinds of creatures. In the first account of
no hay no bedding, no open space. Food and watereation man is commanded to exercise dominign
are distributed mechanicallyThese conditions over all living things, but directly following this

provoke behavior in animals that is unnatural-cancommand he is bidden to eat things only of th
nibalism, for example, is common among bothvegetable order (Gen. 1:26-30). Eating is chara
chickens and pigs. In order to reduce the instancéaristic of his dominion only over plants, which are
of cannibalism, producers remove teeth from pigalso given as food to animals, who are apparently
and burn all or part of the beaks ohickens. vegetarian like man.

This situation is very diérent from that of a = What shape mankinsgl’dominion over animals
man beating a dog in anger or out of a pervergakes is uncleabut we see something more of it in
desire to inflict suering. Few Christians would the second account of creation. Here thieckhce
hesitate to condemn such malicious behavibe between the vegetable and the animal is continugd
suffering caused on factory farms does not resulind enlaged.Again man is permitted to eat only
directly from malice, but rather from depriving the fruit of plants, and subsequently we find him
animals of the things that normal (either domestigiving names to the animals (Gen. 2:15-Zlhe
cated or wild) animal life requires. significance in the Oldlestament of names and

The industrial system operates according to aaming as relating to identity and covenant is we
notion that equates animals with machines or-conknown.
modities, factory products which have needs only None of the animals is satisfactory as a compan
insofar as we would like to maximizefiefency in  ion to the man, in the way that the woman will bg
one aspect of their life for our benefit. It isa companion; yet animals are nonetheless the crea
acknowledged, for instance, that they have a neadres closest to mankind in nature and dignity
for food only because we wish them to put onThey were created on the same day as man, gnd
weight. This notion is the premise behind the-syslike him they have the breath of life and are biddep
tem and the root of all the defing that it inflicts.  to “be fruitful and multiply” (Gen. 1:22)They are
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Does this notion have a Christian basis? something diierent and higher than plants, relatec
closely to man though under his dominion. In-giv
ORDERS OF DoMINION ing names to the animatslam recognizes the dis

That mankind rightfully holds dominion over all tinctness of their created natures and enters intq a
creation, including animals, is a revealed truth basa@lationship with them as things certainly lowe
on mans$ unique and exalted place in the terrestrighan his fellow and equal Eve, but things as cef
order Scripture andradition bear witness to this tainly higher than the vegetable creation. In thi
truth, referring always to the original order of-cre account we see more clearly the original an
ation that is described in the first chapters of Genesigbsolute diference between the vegetable an

For our purposes, it is important to notice thathe animal orders, and that mankgdlominion
the created order is not represented in Genesis asansists partly in recognizing and establishing thi
simple scheme of man standing above a maonotdifference, in defining through name the created
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Will conditions continue to be like this? | . _
Pigs raised on factory farms eucrowded in metal and cen |} J / Js7% .
crete pens with slatted flooring and slaugktkat six months,  EEMEHEK: %
Prior to being hung upside down by their back legs and ble Or more like this?
to death at the slaughteouse, pigs & supposed to be With corporate hog factorieseplacing traditional hog farms
'stunned' andendeed unconscious. Howeyéstunning' is  (idealized above), pigs arbeing teated mee as inanimate
terribly imprecise, and this esults in conscious animals tools of poduction than as living, feeling eatues.
hanging upside down, kicking and struggling, while a slaugh
terhouse worker tries to 'stick’ them in the neck with a knifgnakes an eternal covenant not just with Noah bt
If the worker is unsuccessful, the pig will be carried to the “
next station on the slaughtause assemblyline, the scalding also “with every living creature with you, the
tank, whee he/she will be boiled alive birds, the cattle, and every beast of the earth with

you, as many as came out of the ark” (Gen. 9:10)).
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dignity of animals over plants.

It is remarkable that man is not given permission THE LIFEBLOOD OF ANIMALS
to eat animals until the time of Noah, long after the But the flood has not restored creation to it
fall has distorted his relationship to God and to albriginal peace; after it has passed we find the same
of creation. What can we make of this new corruption and violence which characterized th
allowance? It must be considered in light of thevorld beforehand. Specifically we see how thg
immense changes that have occurred in the createglationship between mankind and the animals has
order as a result of the fallhe universal peace of deteriorated: “The fear of you and the dread of yo
Eden which God pronounced very good has nowhall be upon every beast of the earth” (Gen. 9:2
become “corrupt in God’ sight and...filled with It is in this fallen, disordered, and violent world,
violence” (Gen. 6:1). Corruption has so defaced thefar removed from the original peace intended b
goodness of creation that God is determined “t&od, that mankind is given leave to eat animal$
make an end of all flesh, for the earth is filled withAnd while this permission may appear to level th
violence through them” (Gen. 6:13). Even in thigdifferences between plants and animals, it com
unhappy state we see the close relationship betweetth an immediate and highly significant restric
mankind and animals, for it is only man and beadton: “You shall not eat flesh with its life, that is, its
that are singled out for destruction (Gen. 6:7). lifeblood” (Gen. 9:4).

And again, we see that Noah, the righteous man, The blood, which is the “life” or spirit of the ani
is chosen to preserve from the coming catastrophmeal, is the possession of God alone, and is not fto
not only humanitybut “every living thing of all be arrogated to men. In recognition of this, the
flesh” (Gen. 6:19).We see in Noak’ mission blood of a slaughtered animal is to bdeoéd
something of mankind’ original benevolent ritually to God in sacrificeThe newly allowed act
dominion over animals, the ark becoming a lasvf killing and eating animals is justifiable and
island of Eden-like peace in the chaos and violenameaningful only within the context of sacrifice and
of the fallen worldWhen the flood subsides, God worship of the Creator whose dominion, unlike
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mans, is absolute. of an ox which treads the grain (Deut. 25:4). It i$

This same restriction appears again in the Lawitting for a man to put an ox to work for him; it is
of Moses, in which the stipulations surroundingdisordered for him to frustrate the sxiatural ten
the slaughter and eating of meat are elaborated addncies, or to deny the animal any benefits of th
codified. In the Law the significance offefing work it performs.This law suggests that domestic
the blood to the Creator as a sign of his ownershignimals are to be treated in some way as membd
is even more clear: of the community who are not to be excluded fron

the communitys prosperity
Any man also of the people of Israel, or of the That animals were to enjoy such consideration
strangers that sojourn among them, who takes in perhaps more strongly suggested by the fact th
hunting any beast or lirthat may be eaten shall they were included in the Sabbath day rest. Exod
pour out its blood and cover it with dust. For the life 23:12 goes so far as to explain {he&pose of the
of every ceatue is the blood of it; thefore | have  Sabbathn terms of giving rest specifically to ani
said to the people of Israelpl shall not eat the mals and to the disenfranchised human beings
blood of any czatuse, the community: “Six

for the life of the @a : - e . days you shall do
ture is its blood; whe The meaning and jUStIfIC&tIOI’] your work, but on the

evereatsitshallbecut 1O Killing and eating animals  seventh day you shall
off. (Lev 17:12-14) becomes obsolete with the one rest, that your ox and

e your ass may have
The restriction Sacrifice of the Lamb of God. rest, and the son of

against eating flesh your bondsman, and
with its blooddoes not appeaas so much does in the alien, may be refreshedXhd of course the

the Law in termsof ritual purity; rather it is the Sabbath economy made room even for the wiIE

restriction by which man avoids laying claim to thebeasts, as rightful claimants of gleanings from th
“life” or spirit of the animal even while laying fields (Ex. 23:10).
claim to its flesh.
Regarding our question, we can see two signifi THE CHRISTIAN OPTIONS
cant points in this fundamental restriction, one evi So our question—is the current agricultural-sys

dent, the other strongly implied: first, that an actem justifiable by Christian moral standards?—

abnormal and abominable by the standards afould be easier to answer if we were living unde
Eden is made justifiable only by being taken ughe Law of the Old Covenanthe industrial sys
into the worship of God as an act of sacrifice antem would be an obvious abomination. But all ha|
reparation; and second, that the specific nature shanged with the coming of Jesus Chribhe
mankinds original dominion over animals is not meaning and justification for kiling and eating
simply erased in this new dispensatiohhe animals becomes obsolete with the one Sacrifi
restrictions and context—which are not necessamyf the Lamb of GodThe unbloody Sacrifice of the
for killing and eating plants—keep man everEucharist replaces animal sacrifice; #&tenement
mindful of the absolute dérence between plants and Redemption that were the necessary context
and animals.There is something exceptional inthe old sacrifices is achieved definitively

eating an animal; it requires a sacred purpose.What ought the response of the disciple of Chris
Animals are creatures of a higher orderwhich be to this changeé®hat meaning can eating meat,
man owes a greater responsibility a practice only of the fallen world, continue to

We see this recognition also in the occasiondiave in a world redeemed®is is a dificult ques

but significant stipulations in the Mosaic Lawtion that hinges upon the mystery of the kingdori

which forbid specific cruelties against animals, theof God, the kingdom that now is and yet which i$

most notable of these being against the muzzlingfill to come. In the light of this mystery two
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tainly creation is not yet released from Bef
bondage.The consequences of the fall still héld
sway over this world, and it may be that améng
these consequences is a dominion over anitngls
that includes eating ther@hile it is an aspect af
mans original and future glory to be in a purély
benevolent dominion over animals, here and §10N
that dominion may be unavoidably disordered, &and
so it is allowable for the Christian to continueztg
eat animals in this life. How can this be? &
An analogy may be drawn with the relationsilip
between husbands and wives. St. Paul speaks &f
headship of husbands, and he draws this ideadrqg
e the original relationship of man and woman (1.@;:0

Shall these conditions continue? .~ O . - &
In order to make 'milk-fed' veal, baby calveg &iken fom 11,'3’8’ Eph. 5:22). But he calls for obedience: lef
D

their mothers and confined in small wooden crates just tw¥vives to husbands, something we hear nothi <
feet wide. They cannot turnaamd and ae fed an anemia- in their original relationship; it is only after the fall

producing diet to make their flesh less muscular andemoripat God tells Eve that her husband shall rule 'év hr
tender for the human palate. They widhrain hee until they her Thouah at times St. Paul s ks of 8 i
are taken to slaughter at apptimately four months of age. : g . peaks of an equﬁ ity
between men and women, he also clearly accepts
options have been possible for the Christian. the rule of husbands as still operative after Clarist
The first and most obvious option is vegetarianvictory (Col. 3:18). He accepts it as an unavoidable
ism. From the early A—— reality of earthly
years of the Churchi™ = life, but a reality
there have been: that we are to trans
those  Christians form by allowing
who have consid God's love into
ered it their duty to 8 what could be a
live in the original tyranny To the hus

12100

the
m

justice restored by ——E
Christ’'s  victory; &
that is, to realize the
redemption in their

|;. -

L]
o

band he says: you
are head of your
wife; only be head
as Christ is head of

own lives by §
behaving toward
animals in accor
dance with the prin
ciples of EdenWe

his Church (Eph.
5:25-33). A lamen
table consequence
of the fall becomes
a high calling and
see examples in the an opportunity for
desert fathers, in the charity.
many medieval saints of whom St. Francis is the In the same way the Christian freedom to eat
best known, in later saints like St. Philip Neri andanimals has not been a license for tyranith
St. Martin de Porres, in the continuous tradition ofthe coming of Christ we were freed from the-spe
many of the contemplative orders. cific observances of the Lavbut not from the
The second option is less simple, but equallprinciples which the Law had been meant to-saf¢
legitimate. It is based on the truth that the kingdonguard.All aspects of eating animals, though -out
of God has in some ways not fully arrived;-cer side of the sacrifice, must continue to reverently

Or will a more humane habitat for livestock be created?
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creatures, and secongdtiie specific dignity of ani animal is not an animal, but a “bio-machine” or
mals over that of plants and inanimate things. lcommodity something whose needs are n
practice these two principles are the same thinglefined by its created nature but by the standargs
“Each creature,” the Catechism of the Catholiof mass production ffiency. The problem with
Church teaches, “possesses its own particuldinis system is not that it denies to animals the pegr
goodness and perfection . . . man must therefosonal liberties and rights proper only to human
respect the particular goodness of every creaturbeings. The problem with this system is that it
to avoid any disordered use of things which wouldlenies to animals the necessities of proper aninal
be in contempt of the Creatbr existence, which of course are quite modest: some
In the Christian dispensation, simply treatingspace in which to move, some earth to scratch pr
animals as animals, not as human beings, not asot around in, natural daylight, natural food, somg
plants, not as stones, has been an act of justice astdaw or other bedding.
of giving glory to the CreatoOver the course of The industrial system of raising animals is no
20 centuries, Christians who have eaten meat hadesordered because it kills chickens; it is disor
found their justification in bringing this teaching todered because it first, from the very start of their
bear on their relationship to creatures, that is, ifives, deprives chickens of their chicken-ness.
their raising, slaughtering, selling and eating ofCreatures God created for open aarth, and sky
animals. In the absence of themple and the Law it forces into crowded steel cages stacked sevefal
the activities of daily life and labor took on greatlevels high inside factory buildings. It causes
importanceAgain the Catechism: “Wfk can be a immense sdéring through the distortion of their
means of sanctification and a way of animatingreated natures, thereby achieving exactly the-oppo
earthly realities with the Spirit of Christ.” siteof whatAdam achieved in naming the animals
The earthly reality of properly ordered hus Rather than seeking to cooperate with th
bandry which of course is not specific to Creator in recognizing the distinctness of his €rea
Christendom but rather has been the norm dbtires and stewarding them according to their sp
human dominion over animals for all places and altific natures, it seeks to transform their nature
times, became itself the means of glorifying Godnto a single pattern determined entirely by irdus
and giving due respect to his creaturgss free trial efficiency. The warning of the Church echoes
dom has been exercised, with more or less successw as a condemnation: “Man must therefor
by farmers and husbandmen and butchers and caespect the particular goodness of every creatute,
sumers throughout the Christian era, succege avoid any disordered use of things which woulgl
defined by how well they animated that realitybe in contempt of the Creatbr
with the Spirit of Christ, by what extent they The factory farms torment and distortion of ani

acknowledge, first, the Createrownership of his ~ The premise of the industrial system is that é{
0

0 0~ D

1%

included the creating and redeeming God in themals is nothing less than contempt for the Gog
earthly work. who created them.

Despite the commonly heard accusations of

ABANDONED PRINCIPLES animal rights and environmental advocates,

These are the two ways which the Christian disChristianity is not to be blamed for creating the|
pensation has fdred us, and it is not my concernindustrial system of agriculture. It is not a devel
to ague for one option over the othéty concern opment of Christian belief or an outgrowth of
is with the distortion and demise of the seconchristian culture. Christianity has not taught ma
option, which has happened during the past 5t see the created world only in terms of utility
years. Considering again the current practice of tHerom Christianity as well as by his very nature,
industrial system, we see that it is precisely the tranan knows to be disgusted by this way of perverf
ditional principles of agriculture and animal hus ing and abusing animals.
bandry that have been abandoned. Rather it is from the Enlightenment that he

—
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learned to put aside his natural and Christian senkave blithely accepted.
of propriety and get on with the mastering of the The modern Christian thinks to sanctify his
universe. It is through the lens of rationalism thatwvork by being cheerful and obedient interiorly]
all life—including human life—becomes biolegi while with his bodyhis skill, his money he partic
cal machine, and all things bow before the reasadpates in the desecration of the world he was call¢d
and will of a humanity which knows no judge orto tend with reverenc&\Ve are left singing praise
guide outside itself. “The very experiences of thesongs while we turn the cranks in Sasdialctories.
dissecting room and the pathological laborgtory “To be uninterested in econofhyVendell Berry
writes C. S. Lewis [irGod in the Dock thinking  insists, “is to be uninterested in the practice of rel
of the twin evil of vivisection, “were breeding a gion; it is to be uninterested in culture and chara¢
conviction that the stifling of all deep-set repug ter. Probably the most gent question now faced
nancies was the first essential for progre3fi&¢ by people who would adhere to the Bible is this:
factory farm, indeed all of the technological andWhat sort of economy would be responsible to th
industrial destruction of creation, is part of theholiness of life?”
ongoing Enlightenment project of restructuring the This is a daunting question, but we are blessed
world according to the vision of a deified humanthat there are some immediate and practic
reason. “The victory of vivisection,” concludesanswers before us. First, we must stop, tpday
Lewis, “marks a great advance in the triumph ofng any meat produced by the industrial system..|.
ruthless, non-moral utilitarianism over the old Bringing an end to the division between
world of ethical law’ Christian belief and Christian practice igent not

This “ruthless, non-moral utilitarianism,” which only because of the miserable plight in which bil
has given us the factory farm, is better knownljons of animals now find themselves, but alsg
thanks to John Paul Il, by the name of “the culturéecause the life and evangelization of the Churgh
of death.”And of course it is not surprising that theis crippled when a genuine Christian culture is-sul
culture of death should seek to transform not onlyneged in the culture of death. Despite the warn
our marriages and families and arts, but also oungs coming from the Church for more than a-cer
labor and our mealdWhat is surprising is that tury we have not put aside our commitment to the
Christians have reacted so irdiently to the Iluxuries of consumerism, including of course the
growth and dominance of this cruel system, thatxury of cheap meaf his commitment is noticed
they have without compunction benefited from itsy the very people we would seek to evangeliz¢.
handouts, that they have even lent to it, if vaguebplready much of the world, our own country not
and illogically the semblance of a Christian justi excluded, lagely identifies Christianity with mod
fication. ern Western civilization and the global industrial

RESISTING DESECRATION economy

But there is a reason for the easy submission toOur resistance must be comprehensive: Evefy
this and all aspects of the culture of death: while @spect of the culture of death that is left uncha
is relentlessly hostile to Christian culture, it is nolenged is a confusion of the Churghproclama
openly hostile to the profession of Christian beliefion. Resistance means taking a stand against ab
and the practice of Christian Litgy. This monster tion and euthanasia, it means revitalizing the art
unlike fascism and communism, does not outlavit means protecting our families from disintegra
Mass, bomb churches, or gun down priests. But fion, and it means working and living in justice|
has, like these others, sought to end the practice wWward all of Gods creation. If the new evange
Christianity in daily life, in our labors and plea lization is to flourish, it will be from within an
sures, in our relationship to the earth and to oth@uthentic and compelling Christian culture, wher
creatures, in the marketplace and on the farm. the voice of the Church takes flesh in our daily
has ofered us one or two hours on Sunday mornlives and choices. O
ings in exchange for the rest of our lives, and we —Christopher Killhefer
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NEWS PERSPECTIVES

Eternity Now

STIME MEASURABLE? What is time? remainin statu quo” (Cosmo, p. 40), even there
Does time exist? Julian Barbour is a theoretelectrons circle their atomic nuclei at extremely
ical physicist who, like some other people,high velocities. How would Barbour account for
takes nothing for granted. Everything isthis movement? His answer is a bit cryptic: “If
open to question, including the idea of timetime is removed from the foundation of physics
We all think we know what time is and assumewve shall not suddenly feel that the flow of time ha
that, while intangible, like gravityit is equally ceased. On the contramgew timeless principles
real. But is it? If we allege to measure it, what arevill explain why we do feel that time flows.”
we measuring? Historicallpnd to this daytime is Barbour is not the first physicist to suggest thg
based on astronomical observations that identify taime has no objective realityen American named
“period during which an action, process, or cendiBryce DeWtt welded quantum mechanics, which
tion exists or continues” (@bster).This time is explains the behavior of small particles, with gen
geocentric: the period defined by the eatidta  eral relativity which explains the physical world
tion on its axis (a daydivided into 24 equal seg on a cosmic level, employing what is known as
ments or hours) or the interval required for theschrédingeis equationThe result is a purported
earth to orbit the sun, using a fixed star as a poimibility to describe dferent possible shapes for the
of reference for the third member of the relationentire universe and the position of everything in if.
ship. But what if the earti’axial or orbital motion Stephen Hawking, among others, takes DggV
changes--quickens or slows. Is a day still a day? work seriously
Einstein maintained and demonstrated that time Barbour likens his view of reality to a strip of
is relative; that is, it is dependent on where thenovie film in which each frame captures one-pos
observation of the sequence of astronomical evensshle Now but nothing moves in any one frame
is taking place, on the location of the obseright  And the frames—the past and future—dahsap
we see now from far reaches of the universe comeear after they pass in front of the lens, the nsind
from thermoneuclear reactions occurring milliondocal, finite focus. Considefor instance, a mermo
or billions of years agd\e see it nowbut itis his  ry, a scene from the past. It is archived in our-comn
tory, ancient history Getting back to Julian scious, or subconscioug/e dont think of it as
Barbour he proposes (“From Here to Etertiity lasting a span of time. It is simply a “snapshot” w¢
Discover, December 2000) that time is a contin see before our minsl’eye. It has no duration. It is
gency of human physical perception, in fact, asimply there. So too are all past happenings
illusion. So is motion. “Copernicus, Galileo, andthere—in the memory of nature. But danie have
Kepler taught us that the Earth moves and rotatés shift from one image to the next? Not according
while the heavens stand still.” But, says Barbourtto Barbour Each configuration of the universe has
“l think we must go furtherto a deeper reality in levels of consciousness built into it, and all ar
which nothing at all, neither heavens nor EarthNows that we may “view” or experience. In &
moves. Stillness reigns.” How could that beense, our future is already here, in the eté&toals
While “the law of matter in the Chemical Regionthat are even now in our mirsdvviewer: Foodor
of the physical world is inertia—the tendency tofurther thought—for those who have the timeél
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BOOK REVIEWS

The Ladder of Beatitudes

CARDINAL PRECEPT, especially necessary concomitants of not conforming to the
applicable for the student of world, of seeking the kingdom within rather than in
Rosicrucian Christianityis that for some manifest material form. In meditation on the
every step he takes in occult devel beatitudes, Forest discovered that they have “a lad
opment, he should take two steps inderlike structure, with poverty of the spirit [humil
moral development. Failure to do so could result ifty] the essential starting point and with the cross at
immense egoism and/or black magM/hen a the top.” The Desert Father St. John Climacus (q.
Christian commits himself to moral development579-649) introduced this metaphor to describe “a
Christ Jesus is his ideal, by definitiorhe “author strategy of salvation,” set forth in hlsadder of
and finisher of our faith” described what we mayDivine Ascent, the only book that has given rise to
expect to experience if we follow and imitate Him,its own icon: the image of a ladder with many rung
if we dare to be blessed, “dare” because the morgbenitence, detachment, humilitgtc.) stretching
life is not the way of the world; it is not popul#r from the desert of materiality toward the welecom
does not gain us public honors, secular fame, ang arms of Christ. “The Christian life is climbing
material fortune. On the contrarywe are assured the ladder of the beatitudes.” Forest notes that, |n
that in this world we will have tribulation, which is one sense, “there is only one beatitude, because |all
the price of discipleship, the pittance paid for arare aspects of life in communion with God.”
eternal weight of gloryThe Sermon on the Mount As all our faith is in vain if Christ be not resur
describes the blessings and the hardships of spiritugcted from the grave, so are the Beatitudes and the
aspiration and Christian moral discipline. Indeedfour Gospels but antique documents unless they gre
hardships may confirm that we are acting righdly continuously resurrected in the breathing, pulsing
given by PauB observation that whom the Lord moments mindful experienceThat experience
loveth He chastiseth. starts with the admission that, for all we knave
In The Ladder of Beatitudes (Orbis Books, know nothing as we ought to knolwstarts with the
Maryknoll, NY, 1999), Eastern Orthodox authorconfession that we are beggars of spirite spirit
and editor of the quarterly journat Communion,  of God in us, so seemingly remote and unattainable
Jim Forest, brings pietwvit, and common sense to causes us to prostrate ourselves in humble suppli¢a
his study of the eight beatitudes delivered by Chrigton. On this firm foundation of humilityh(imus,
Jesus, as recorded by Matthew (5:3-12). For Forestarth) we begin our ascent and maintain our footing
these eight sayings constitute “a short summary afs we climb in soul and spirit toward the living
the teaching of Jesus Christ: the whole gospel in @hrist. Such climbing is worshighough outwardly
grain of salt."This salt has savpthe salty savor of we appear to be living horizontglipwardly we are
tears. For these beatitudes are coumteitive climbing, aspiring; our thoughts and deeds ar
blessingsThe casual reader may well wonder howdirected to what is highest, to the light above an
mourning, being poor in spirit, thirsting and kun behind the lightThe cross of our body is raised up,
gering for righteousness and persecution, are hathat we may be raised and redeemed above .
marks of being blessed@hey are the inevitable and —C.W,
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NUTRITION AND HEALTH

Prayer
and
the New Panacea

OW CAN WE CONSIDER prayer

real and heartfelt prayeas a new

Panacea within reach of everyone, tc

heal the bodilyemotional and men

tal sufering of people all over the
world?

The Greek wordpanakeia means "universal
medicine” (frompan“everything" andakeomal'to
heal,” "to cure"). It was the name of the goddes
who did general healing through plants—Panace
sister of Hygieia and daughter &$clepius.

Asclepius, son oApollo, was the god of healing |
and of the science of Medicinéhe Great Initiate
Chiron, associated with the constellation o
Sagittarius, was hiseacherbut Zeus, the king of

the gods, afraid thaAsclepius might render all  In this symbolicalepresentation of ainvisible Invisible

: : : Helper painted by Mary Hanscom in 1937, the artist-por
men I.mmortal’ slew him with a thunderbolt. trays the etheric or soul bodguch as (accaling to the
During the seventeenth centurhere was a Rosicrucian &achings) a daytime visible helper functions in

burst of interest aroused by the fimtblic mani  at night while the physical body igauperating fom the
festation of the Rosicrucian Ordér Rosicrucian days activity Actually, to etheric vision, the Invisible Helper

. . . appears clothed in garments worn during the.day
Initiate named Michael Maier (1568-1622), one 0 " 1pe face of the Invisible Helper was inggiby an expe

the outstanding scholars of his time, wrote in hirience the artist had when she was nine years/tmhunte
book ThemisAurea (1618): nance haloed in a flood of fight appedrto herand made
"The Rosicrucian Brethren have not onEsuch a vivid impgssion that itemained in her consciousness.

- The Invisible Helpés hands, open and extendede ar
Medicine for a great man, another for the poott 5y mpojic of service. P P i

equally respect both; frequent in visiting, com  The new escent moon signifies a time when the aspiran
forters in afliction, and relievers of the poor; their can best advance into Invisible Helpership.

: : : : P The bids ae ar placed in the picterto show that the Invis-
labor is their reward, their pains to them gain. ible Helper functions on the etheric level of the Earth plane

Th_e BrEth_ren form a true Panacea bY_draWin The cherubs arindicative of unborn born Egos, and thus
healing enagies possessing occult properties fronsymbolize the doctrine of Rebirth. Some of the faces we
a Cosmic Field. It is more than a physical balm cmodeled on baby pictes of the seetaries in the Healing

oo R Department at time the painting wa®ated.
an intricate web of symbolism; it is a Sacrec As stated in the text of themple Healing Service, “the

Mystery, says Michael Maierthat the mystic white ose is symbolical of the heart of the Invisible Hefper
devotee or the occult candidate ought to find in th  This painting is the Healing Department at Mt. Ecclesia.
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"secret place" of his/her inner sélhis reminds us spiritual essencelhe resulting Spiritual Panacea
of the enigmatic power of occult prayer: thus formed by the Elder Brothers was later usgd

"When you praygo to your private room, shut with instantaneous success.
yourself in, and so pray to your Father who is in Heindel firmly states that the use of this Panacga
that secret place, and your Father who sees all thettould be entrusted only to specially prepared
is done in secret will reward you" (Matthew 6:6). Disciples.

According to Mark (1:24), Jesus said that We may well ask, How many specially prepare
everything we ask and pray fowe must believe Disciples exist all around the worldf®e know that
that we have it alreadgnd it will be ours. Certain there are no limits to the Power of the Diving
scholars thought that this statement was improbd&orce.As a little seed can give rise to an immens
ble, perhaps resulting from an error of the copyistdree, so can a few Disciples, gathered in deep apd
and tried to correct the aorist tense ("we have mighty spirituality do prodigious work in the
already") into something less definite, as, foVineyard of the Lord.
instance, "we will have it." Notwithstanding, as modest aspirants to whole

But they didn't understand at least two thingsknowledge and whole health, we can add to th|s
First, that every blessing that God designs for us igniversal Healing Power with our contribution.
already ours from all eternityf only we are con We can do our part to help form the new Panaceg.
scious thereof and summon the requisite faith. Already at the 6.30 PM weekly Healing Service
Second, that the fefacy of prayer is a predictable when the Moon enters one of the four cardina
consequence: strong prayer is an invocation dfigns of the Zodiac, we direct our thoughts of divin
White Magic uttered by a being made in thedikelove and healing to the white rose. In this way w
ness and image of God, a being whose body is tleentribute to the healing work conducted by th
shrine of the Divine Spirit: Man. Elder Brothers of the Rosicrucian Ord&ut we

With this splendid and powerful force generateccan do much more, spirituallio help sukerers.
by the engine of prayea spiritual Panacea can be We can prayand pray correctlyin The Wb of
created that is within reach of every man andestiny Max Heindel writes that "the subject of
woman who is purified through living the Life. In prayer is well worth the attention and study of al|
other words, it is within reach of everyonewho aspire to spirituality He calls prayer a magic
reformed by a strenuous imitation of Christ and bynvocation, not a magic formuldThis is serious,
an untiring endeavor to practice the idealsndeed!
advanced by Christian Rosenkreuz. The dangerous error of the low magicians is that

We have some idea of the nature of thehey use the powerful instrument of prayer to-vio
Rosicrucian Panacea described by Max Heindelate another persos’'free will or to gain promi
On the memorable night of the 9thAybril 1910, nence or material advantagéhis is a wicked and
when the New Moon was iAries, his Teacher wrong use of the Great Cosmic Powéris is pro
appeared in his room and requested that he go f@anation.This is Black Magic.
the ethericTemple in Germany while a guard was Remember the maxim: "I don't pray to chang
left to watch over Heindel's gravely weakenedsod's will but to know how to adjust and align
physical bodyThere he was shown certain extra myself to it."
ordinary things that he reports Teachings of an In the Bible we find three beautiful sets of state
Initiate and Occult Principles of Health & ments bearing on the meaning and value of prayer:
Healing One of those things was a substance witth. The human being is Divine: "[In God] we live
which the Universal Spirit could be readily com and move, and have our being" (Acts 17:28);
bined. Potentiated by the collective thought/ prayer "The Father and | are one" (John 10:30);
of the Brothers, who ranged themselves in a cer "God is love" (1 John 4:8.16);
tain pattern and prepared the room with harmo "God is light" (1 John 1:5).
nious music, the substance began to glow with 2. We get what we ask for:
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"And if you have faith, everything you ask for in = =
prayer you will receive" (Matthew 21:22); RN S
“If you remain in me and my words remain in =~ f‘ >
you, you may ask for whatever you please and yo = h
will get it" (John 15:7).

3. God knows what we need:

"Thus, before they call | shall answdrefore
they stop speaking | shall have heard" (Isaiah 65:24

"Your Father knows what you need before yot
ask him" (Matthew 6:8);

"Let anyone who is thirsty come to me" (John
7:37).

If this is true, if God knows everythlng that we

gy—for ourselves, for worldwide humanitipr all
creation. Good vibrations are indeed the ultimat
reality in the Universe, part of the Power of God
What, then, is the real usefulness of prayer?
If you go to the spring of thé/ater of Life with
a small glass, you may fill the small glass; if you
go to the spring of thevater of Life with a lage
barrel, you can fill the Ige barrel. .
Prayer will draw down power proportionate to I -
the intensity and focus with which it is generatec Detail of Mary Hanscoms Invisible Helper
It opens the mystic channels through which wil,

generously flow the always-extant gifts and blesssemove the consequence that people must expdri

ings of our Father in Heaven. ence as a result of their past deeds; howedwer

An effective prayer for adopting a state of mindsurrounding them in vital waves of love and-har|
attuned to the all-pervading Mercy of God is themony, by means of our prayer they will be bette
so-called Jesus prayer: able to meet any challenge with renewed streng

Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, haveecyen me  and enegy.

This is a mental invocation, commonly used in Two main ingredients compose the Panace
Eastern Christianityconsidered highly &€acious faith andforgiveness
when repeated continuously is contained in the ~ When Christ cured a woman faering from a
words of the penitent publican, contrasted witltchronic hemorrhage He said:
self-praising words of the “righteous” Pharisee: "My daughtey your faith has saved you; go in
"God, be merciful to me, a sinner" (Luke 18:13). peace" (Luke 8:48).

To pray for anyone who is in an unfavorable or The relationship between fliveness and heal
hurtful circumstance is to shed Divine Light uponing is clearly shown in Christ’ response to the
her or him; this is indeed a true Spiritual Panaceeensorious scribes after He cured the paralytic
of great power Capernaum :

Some may counter that ripe destiny is unavoid "Why do you have these thoughts in you
able, and to pray for persons under such a stromgarts2Which of these is easier: to say to the-pai
karmic influence is unreasonable, even a waste alytic, Your sins are faiven, or to sayGet up,
time. Not at alll Undoubted]your prayer cannot pick up your stretcher and walk?" (Mark 2:9)

th
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A correct and dicacious prayer demands not
only faith, but also and especially adving heart
because, as it is said, "fpveness is the highest
expression of love." Before praying, we must for
give the ofenses we have received from others
but above all we must learn to §ve ourself.

We can practice the Spiritual Panacea of prayze
alone or collectivelyMax Heindel alerts us to the
occult reasons which make collective prayer inag
visable under certain conditions.

In The Wb of Destinythe author states that the
healing work of collective prayeif it is to be efi-
cacious, must be governed by scientific conditions

The horoscopic influences of the participan
worshippers must be reciprocally harmoniotise
rising sign—theAscendant—is of crucial imper
tance.We know that astrologically there are four
elements: FireAir, Earth andwWater Collective
prayer will be more ééctive if theAscendants of
the participants are of the same elemental triplicity

For optimum results, not only should the praying
group haveAscendants belonging to the same ele
ment, sayfor instance, to the sigisies, Leo and
Sagittarius (triplicity of Fire). It would also be use
ful to to investigate the reciprocal positions of eac
planet in the respective horoscopes.

But let us start moderatelizet’s begin our cal
lective praying practice with members whose

EN A PERSONIS intensely in earnest
Wn supplication to a higher powdris
aura seems to form itself into a fur
nel shaped thing whichesembles the lowe
part of the water spout. This leaps up into
space a geat distance, and being attuned tp
the Christ vibration of the interplanetary
world of Life Spirit, it draws thence a divin
power which enters thenan or company of
men, and ensouls the thoudgbtm which they
have ceated. Thus the obje&dr which they
have united will be accomplished.

But let this be borne thoughly in mind,
that the pocess of praying or concentrating i
not a cold intellectual mcess; thex must be
an amount of feeling adequate to accompli
the desied object, and unless this intensity
feeling is pesent, the object will not beat
ized. This is the seer of all the miraculous
prayerswhich have beerecoded: the person
who prayedor something was always interse
ly in earnest, his whole being went into this
that thing for which he prayed, and thus H
lifted himself up into the veryealms of the
divine and bought down the esponse &m
the Father

—From the €mple Healing Service
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Ascendants belong to the same triplicithis is

only a first step, but it is also the essential one.
A workshop may be proposed, very simple

indeed, but also, | believe, remarkably fruitful:

1. Like-minded and properly informed persons (b) From the Gospel of John (Ritual of Greate
who meet in a group and care to participate aldysteries and associated with astrologiditer)
invited to write on a piece of paper the zodiacapay special attention to the following “sign mira

sign of theirAscendants.

2. Four groups are formed according to the-trip4:46-54); ii—The cure of the lame at Bethesd

licities of the respective rising sign: Fiddr, Earth
andWatet
3. Each group may work with the healing mira

cles of Christ reported in the Gospels, according t@eaning.

the following criteria:
(@) From the Synoptics (Matthewlark, and

Luke—Rituals of Lesser Mysteries and associatetion to the diferent interpretations imputable to the

with the elements oAir, Fire, and Earth, respec

tively), take and read the following episodes: i—licities.
Cure of the centurion's servant (Matthew 8:5-13);

ii—The daughter of the Syro-Phoenician womat
(Mark 7:24-30); iii—The blind man of Jericho
(Luke 18:35-43)Try to find the esoteric meaning.

cles”. i—The healing of the 6tial's son (John

(John 5:1-9); iii—Healing of the man born blind
(John 9:1-7); iv—The resurrection of Lazarus
(John 1.:1-44).Also, try to determine the esoteric

4. Compare and discuss the results obtained
each one of the four groups, paying special atte

different views influenced by the respective -trip
O
—Antionio de Macedo
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HEALING

The Three Factorsin
Healing

HESE are the thee factors in healing:

first the Power from our Father in

heaven; next, the Healer; and ttjr

the Obedient Mind of the patient upon§

which the power of the Father can act
through the healer in such a way as to dispel a
bodily ills.—Max Heindel.

A tremendous soothing, harmonizingfest
comes from simply realizing and repeating to-one %<
self that “the whole universe is _pervaded with the N T s
power of the Fathermlways available to cure all pealing though faith includes confidence in the Healiong
ills of whatever nature.Truly, “in Him we live, desie for wholeness, and action to demonstratesamsblve.
and move, and have our being,” and the morc
conscious we become of the nearness of this eveZhrist Jesus when He said: “Accang to your
present, beneficent Powehe more apt are we to faith be it unto you.” Doubts obstruct the healing
observe its décts in our lives. force. The mind must welcome the healer and b

“The healer is the focus, the vehicle throughready to obey his instructions. 0
which the power is infused into the patisrivody
If he is a proper instrument, consecrated, harmo Visible Helpers are just as necessary as Invisib

nious, and truly in tune with the Infinite, there is noHelpers, and our friends and patients may share|i
limit to the wonderful works of the Father which a high privilege, as well as add much to the powgr

may be performed, through him.... of liberated healing force, by joining us in praye

“‘Disease is a manifestation of ignorancefor the sick. Our Healing Service is held every
Therefore, the healer should be spiritual ane@vening in the Healingemple at 6:30 (7:30 when
endeavor to imbue his patient with high ideals s@aylight time is in diect) and in the Pro-Ecclesia
that he may eventually learn to conform to God’ at 4:15 BM. when the Moon is in a cardinal sign on
laws which govern the universe, and thus attaithe following dates:
permanent health in future lives as well as fiow

The blessed Christ is our peerlédayshower in gg\égmgz """""""""""" 2_68—_1315—_233—_2;)0
this work, and as we emulate Him, we become bet — =7
ter channels for the healing force. Relax, close your eyes, and make a mental picture

The patient must have “a properly receptive andf the pure white rose in the center of the Rosiam
obedient mind."This means that he or she mustEmblem on the west wall of our Pro-Ecclesia, an
have faith, according to the law enunciated byoncentrate on Divine Love and Healing.
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FOR CHILDREN

The Legend of the Sars

THE FARAWAY LAND of Zibiah, in the in their tasks silently to bless him for keeping evi

mountainous terrain of Jetu, lived the mosfrom their land.

ancient of all men, Zuph, the Keeper of the Their great Holy Season was approaching. Zugh

StarsA mass of snowy white hair tapped hisspent most of his spare time making toys of evely

bent and weary fram&he wrinkles on his conceivable sort for the children. No one could
face deepened when he spoke or smiled, and themember a time, or their parents or grandparents
lines at the corners of his eyes turned upwardyefore them, when this had not been his custom.
adding to the expression of merriment in his twinThe children gathered trees, or eyeen vines

el

kling blue eyes. —— : which they made

Early each = e e o —_;ﬂ 4('| . [ into wreaths
morning after ~ I TR w il = B on which they_
the first rays of ‘B tle AF il E“},.__l —=g = W placed candle:

On the Holiesg
Night the can:
dles were lightz
ed, and the ne =
morning toy<z
- were found b'g
the childrers
beneath the trees

the Sun had
pierced the crev-
ices of the east
ern mountains,
the cobblestones
of the village '
streets rang be-

neath the wood §
en shoes of Zuph or the lighted

as he climbed . wreaths when

down the steep hill, homeward. they awakened. Zuph had planned so many thin

He was so punctual that housewives would-confor the children this year that he was resting les
mence their dag'work by that sound in the streets,and less each day and working up to the vef
and children, awakening, would look out the win minute when he left his home to start up the lon
dows and call to him as he passed, because he wals to his tower where he lighted the stars for the
their friend. night.

There was a legend, whose beginning was lost in The towey perched atop one of the highes
antiquity, that if the Keeper of the Stars should for peaks, was a maze of sidereal clocks, star maps,
get to light them, or if for any other reason theygenerators for night sounds and night smells, and
should go out, Great Storms and EWihings scores of switches to put everything into operatiof.
would rise out of the south and come over th&uph stayed in his tower all night and when th¢
mountains and destroy their land. Never had thirst rays of the Sun were squeezed over the eapt
stars ceased to shine, and mothers, when theyn mountains, Zuph pulled all the switches anfd
heard Zuph pass through the streets, would paubarried down the trail to his home to work on the

<
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vast array of toys and games and gadg

still needing some final touches. Hol auteo o .:15

Night came almost too soon for Zupt Ay 2 (1
everything must be finished nowHe ' ; ok
worked throughout the day and his hu = ] e
stack of toys was nearly completed. F - —— '
continued working as the lengthenin - & Baw = ,f:i)n
shadows brought by the setting Sun tc=—= #& = e ’,} e

him he must work even faster to finish. — === _foaini il SN 3% E J _ g%
Within the homes, as the children wel & IR IS
getting ready for their beds, they lighte
the candles on their trees and wreafiss. ‘r',j'{h
darkness spread over the village they-bt } EX1 s
bled over with happy thoughts of torol ‘4,
row. e
It was one of th@iny Storms who first
noticed that the stars were not shinin %
and he made his way over the mounte "
with a tiny uproar Some of the Evil
Things saw that the impossible had happened arf&torms could be seen over many of the ridges.
they too climbed the southern mountains to wreak “Zepho! Run to all of the homeSell everyone
havoc on the village. to put the lighted trees in front of their homes
Only Zepho, who had been working so hard tavhile | climb to the toweMWe may be able to hold
help his parents, was late gathering his thesehe them of for awhile.”
walked home by a mountain stream, the Sun hadAs Zuph ran through the streets to the mountal
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already slipped behind the highest ridge. Hérail, Zepho hurried from house to house knocking
watched the skyknowing that one stathen anoth ~ at the doors, and soon one after another lighted tree

er, would shine above him as they always had. Buglowed brightly throughout the village.
none appearedlThen he saw the Littlest Storm The Storms, seeing the lights, drew baKirst

creeping over the southern mountains. He heard itBey thought it was the stars coming out, but the

tiny uproar Turning of the path he ran to the home Littlest Storm in a tiny uproar told them that he ha

of Zuph to see if something had happeritde seen them coming out of the houses, and so-thef

house was in darkness. He opened the front dotare couldnt be the starsthey crept closer and the
and, lighting a candle from the smoldering log inwinds blew the candles causing them to flicker an
the fireplace, walked quickly through the manysome went out.
rooms full of toys and into the big workroom at the Zepho finally arrived at his own home, nestled g
end of the house where he found Zuph asleep, Hige foot of the Mountain of the Mighty-towef-

head resting on his arm on the workbench where-Keepeiof-the-Stars. He placed candles on th

he had been working. branches of his tree and lighted them. He lookeg
“Zuph, Zuph,” he called. “The stars have notdown over the village and its host of glowing €an
been lighted.” dles was like a starry sky turned upside dowr
Zuph slowly awakened and looked around in dhen, looking upward he watched as one star th¢
sleepy manner another appeared in the sky above hife
“Zepho, is that youWhat is wrong?” Storms and the Evilhings retreated to the south
“The starsThey are not lighted.” ern mountains and slid behind them to hide fror
Zuph bounded from his stool and ran to the fronthe brightest Holy Season ever O
door Already the flashing glow of the gathering Great —NMary Fisher
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